
Welcome! 
Great World Religions - Philosophy 243- I50 

March 19, 2018 to May 06, 2018 
On-Line Course - Winter 2018 

 
COURSE INSTRUCTOR:   Brad Hicks  
 Contact Info:  hicksbradleyn@jccmi.edu 
 Office Hours:  Tuesday nights, from 5pm to 7pm 
 Email Availability: I check my emails each evening, so feel free to email 
    me any day.  I also check my emails on weekends. 
    
OFFICIAL COURSE DESCRIPTION             

The course will provide students with a global perspective of the human religious experience 
through an introductory examination of the beliefs and practices of the world's great religions.  
In this course, we will study Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. 

 
REQUIRED COURSE TEXT            

Experiencing The World's Religions, Michael Molloy (6th or 7th Edition) 
 There will be additional (free) readings and videos assigned. 

 
 A digital version of the textbook is available at www.redshelf.com. 
 https://www.redshelf.com/item/10911/smartbook-online-access-for-experiencing- 
 the-worlds-religions-9781259324475-1259324478 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES    

 
Student Learning Outcome 1: At the end of instruction, the successful student should be able 

 to define important terminology and discuss factual information regarding concepts, beliefs, 
 values and principles related to each religion. 

 
 Assessment of Outcome:  Exams, Weekly Homework, Reading Analyses, 
  and your own personal reflections (Truth Essays) will be utilized to 

assess your knowledge of and interaction with another culture’s 
beliefs, vocabulary, values, and guiding principles.  As charity is a value 
and guiding principle of our religions, students will research a local charity 
and also create a mock charity intended to serve a global community. 

 
Student Learning Outcome 2: At the end of instruction, the successful student should be able 
to describe the important historical and cultural factors that helped shape the teachings and 
practices in each religion. 

 
 Assessment of Outcome:  Exams and Weekly Homework Assignments 

will be the primary method for assessing a student’s knowledge and retention 
of important historical and cultural factors that shaped the teachings and 
practices of each religion.  A Truth Essay will offer the student an opportunity 
to apply truths from our religions to his or her everyday life. 

   
 Student Learning Outcome 3: At the end of instruction, the successful student 
 should be able to explain the nature of and relationship between the Divine, the universe, 
 and humankind for each religion. 

 



  
Assessment of Outcome:  Exams, Weekly Homework and Sacred 

Scripture Reading Analyses will assess the student’s knowledge and retention 
of each religion’s worldview. 

    
 Student Learning Outcome 4: At the end of instruction, the successful student 
 will have read portions of the sacred scriptures associated with each religion and 
 be able to identify specific styles, genres, themes, authors, and purposes for these 
 scriptures...with additional application to contemporary issues and topics.   

 
Assessment of Outcome:  A sacred scripture reading analysis will be the 

primary method of assessing this outcome. 

 
 Student Learning Outcome 5:  At the end of instruction, the successful student 

will consider the truths and principles of each religion and discover ways to apply 
these truths and principles to his or her own life, identifying and analyzing their 
own worldview components. 

 
Assessment of Outcome:  Weekly Homework, Reading Analyses, Truth 

Essays (personal reflections), and a student’s own worldview 
essay will assess truths that he or she considers important to their 
way of seeing, interpreting, and living in their world.    

 
On the course learning platform, a student will find a detailed description of the above referenced 
assignments and templates to assist in completing the assignments successfully.  A brief summary of 
the assignments is provided below.  Please feel free to consult with me as you complete the 
assignments.  I am available for questions and concerns as well as some ideas that may help you 
move forward more quickly with each assignment. 

  

 
DETERMINATION OF COURSE GRADE 
     
 Three Exams:  70, 70 and 60 points   200 points    

 Reading Analyses @ 20 points each   80 points 

 Weekly Homework Assignments / Participation 70 points 

 Two Truth Essays @ 15 points each   30 points    

 One Global Charity Report @ 20 points  20 points 

 One Local Charity Report @ 20 points  20 points   

 Program Assessment Exam    50 points 

   
        Total:  470 points 

 
THE GRADING SCALE       

 
 100%-92% 4.0       432 to 470 points   

 91%-86% 3.5     404 to 431 points 

 85%-81% 3.0    380 to 403 points               



 80%-76% 2.5    357 to 379 points 

 75%-71% 2.0          333 to 356 points 

 70%-66% 1.5          310 to 332 points 

 65%-60% 1.0             282 to 309 points 

 Below 60%  0.0        below 282 points 

 
THREE EXAMS AND A PROGRAM ASSESSMENT 
  
 The three exams will occur after units of study: 
  Introduction, Hinduism and Buddhism 70 points 
  Judaism and Christianity   70 points 
  Islam, Extremism, and Spirituality  60 points 
  
 Exam questions will be of a multiple choice, matching, and short-answer style.   

 
 At the end of the course, students will complete a 50 question (50 point) exam.  This exam will 
 cover basic materials associated with the Student Learning Outcomes described above.  This 
 exam will cover the basics associated with the five major religions discussed in this course. 

 
READING ANALYSES 
  
 For four of the religions we study, I will provide readings from sacred scriptures.  You will 
 analyze the scriptures by way of study questions that I provide.  The questions will necessitate 
 answers typed in paragraphs with appropriate grammar and substantive content.  The study 
 questions are provided on our  course learning site in the units of study where they are 
 assigned. 

 
TRUTH ESSAYS    
  
 This essay assignments asks you to identify a truth that you appreciate from our course 
 studies.  You will analyze this truth and apply it to your life in three ways. One essay is 
 assigned for our studies of Hinduism and Buddhism.  A second essay is assigned for our 
 studies of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  An example of a truth essay and notes for your 
 successful completion of this assignment is provided on our course learning site.  The essays 
 are required to be typed, double-spaced and more than two full pages. 

 
LOCAL AND GLOBAL CHARITY REPORT    
  
 Charity is a value and guiding principle of all our religions of study.  Using a research template 
 provided, you will research and report about a real, local charity as well as a charity that serves 
 a global community.  A local charity is one  that serves a community in Michigan. A global 
 community is a people group or country outside of the USA.  You can pick charities that interest 
 you. 

 
WEEKLY HOMEWORK / PARTICIPATION / CLASS DATA REPORTING 
  

Homework:  In the lectures, one will find homework assignments.  As one reads, 
one will encounter a homework assignment that asks a student to engage with 
the course materials.  A homework icon or image highlights the assignment.  The 

 homework assignment will be our means of determining a student’s weekly participation 
grade.  The participation grade for homework will also include a grade for correct content 



and critical analysis of course materials.  Weekly Assignments will be due on Monday 
 evenings by Midnight. 
  
 Participation:  Each week, one of our homework questions will ask for your input on how 
 a truth from a religion can be applied to your life or to your culture.  I will then email the class 
 and provide everyone with an overview of the results.  Your honest answers will be treated 
 anonymously when reported as course data.  Likewise, I will provide the class with a list of all 
 the charities identified in the charity research projects.   I have found this to be a more 
 convenient way for you to provide data and a more meaningful way for the dissemination of 
 this important data.  This activity substitutes for discussion board postings.    

 
 Question Marks:  In my presentations, you will come across a symbol of a question mark.  In 
 the classroom, these questions are opportunities for discussion as a class.  When you come to 
 a question mark, take a moment and reflect on the question.  Consider how you and others 
 might answer the question.   Consider whether a question might be a subject for your assigned 
 truth essays.   Allow these meaningful moments of reflection to become meditative moments 
 through the day (an exercise recommended by our religions).  Please feel free to email me and 
 engage me in a discussion about these questions or any other topics. 
    

 
OUTLINE OF COURSE CONTENT AND SEQUENCING 
  
 Each week, I provide a checklist at the beginning of each unit.  I highly recommend that you 
 print out this checklist and keep it with you.  The checklist is structured in the order in which I 
 believe assignments are best completed.  For example, a Reading Analysis may be fifth on the 
 checklist because one would need the information on preceding items to best complete the 
 analysis assignment.  Each unit is to be completed in one week.  Keep in mind, your week of 
 study is equal to two week's of study in a traditional, fifteen week course.  Given the
 importance of the checklist, you will need to open the checklist in order to have access to the 
 rest of the assignments in the unit.  The checklist will highlight assignments and due dates for 
 that week. 

 
 Assigned Readings:  Molloy's:  Experiencing the World's Religions 
 (This reading schedule is provided as a separate file that you can print.) 

  
 Week One  Introduction and Course Themes 
     Read:  6th Edition - pages 3 to 20, 26 to 29 
                 7th Edition - pages 3 to 20, 26 to 29 

 
    Part One:  Hinduism 
     Read:  6th Edition - pages 73 to 80 
      7th Edition - pages 73 to 80 

 
 Week Two  Hinduism:  Part Two and Three 
     Read:  6th Edition - pages 80 to 106 
     Read:  7th Edition - pages 80 to 105 

 
 Week Three  Buddhism 
     Read:  6th Edition - pages 123-161, 164-177 
     Read:  7th Edition - pages 119-154, 157-170 
      



    Exam 

  
  
 
 Week Four  Judaism 
     Read:  6th Edition - 281-295, 300-305, 313-327 
      7th Edition - 271-284, 289-292, 301-314 

 
 Week Five   Christianity:  Part One and Two 
     Read:  6th Edition - 333-357 and 370-377 
      7th Edition - 319-342 and 355-361 

 
 Week Six  Christianity:  Part Three 
     Read:  6th Edition - pages 377-390 
     Read:  7th Edition - pages 361-375 
     
    Exam 

 
    Islam:  Part One 
     Read:  6th Edition - pages 407-427 
     Read:  7th Edition - pages 389-408 
   
 Week Seven  Islam:  Part Two 
     Read:  6th Edition - pages 427-448, 454-466 
      7th Edition - pages 408-427, 432-444 

 
    Extremism, Ethics, and End Times 
     Read:  My Course Presentation 

 
    Unit Exam - Islam, Extremism, Ethics, and End Times 

 
    Course Assessment Exam 

 
DISABILITY STATEMENT 
Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are 
encouraged to contact me and Jackson College Student Services as soon as possible to better ensure 
that helpful accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.  I am a former rehabilitation 
specialist and am very open to helping students succeed in a variety of ways. 

 


