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English 132.AH1 Writing Experience II  

Winter 2018 

Instructor: Janet Bartholomew  

Location: WA 216 

Meets: Tuesday and Thursday 3:00pm to 4:23pm 

Office Hours:  Tuesday and Thursday, BW 238 (Faculty Work Area/Sandbox) from 1:30pm to 2:30pm 

Email: bartholjanetl@jccmi.edu  

English Department Phone: 517‐796‐8582    

  

Required Materials: They Say, I Say by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein, 3rd Ed. ISBN 9780393935844;  

The Norton Field Guide to Writing w/Readings and 2016 MLA Updates by Richard Bullock and Maureen 

Daly Goggin, 4th Ed. ISBN 9780393289855 

Textbook Zero: These textbooks are available in a digital format from Norton Publishers. See the JetNet 

links for details. 

Course Description:  This is an intensive writing course. Analytical and persuasive modes are stressed. 

Advanced research writing strategies are used. Database and primary research methods are 

emphasized. An end-of-the-semester portfolio of perfected essays is required.  

General Education Outcome (GEO) Addressed in this Course:  

GEO 1: Writing clearly, concisely and intelligibly at the proficient level 

Overview  

This course is going to be a writing-intensive course where we will discuss various composition strategies 

more in depth.  There will be two primary papers, an analytical annotated bibliography, and a formal 

presentation.  Additionally, there will be homework assignments, group activities, and informal 

presentations.  The theme of the course is leadership in the community, and you will be taking part in a 

large overarching project that will culminate with a formal portfolio.  This class will function as an 

intensive writing workshop in which you will learn highly effective composition skills so that you can 

make a greater impact on the world around you.  

Portfolio:  40%  

Proposals, Outlines, Drafts, Bibliographies, Peer Review: 35%  

Homework: 10% 

Presentation: 5%  

Participation, Attendance, and Class Work: 10%  

Expectations  

Students are expected to be in class and on time.  If you miss more than one class, your final grade for 

the semester will be lowered by .3.  If you miss more than four classes, you will automatically fail the 

course with a 0.0.  If an emergency happens, notify me via email immediately so that I understand what 

is going on.  Failure to talk to me in a timely fashion may adversely affect your grade, so be sure to keep 

me in the loop so we can get you caught up.  If you miss four or more classes in a row, the assumption is 

that you have informally dropped the course, and you will be officially dropped from the class roster.  

Students who are dropped for a lack of attendance will not be readmitted to the course. 
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Participation and group work is mandatory and is an expectation built into this course.  Every student 

will be expected to keep up with the reading and homework assignments.  You can expect to be 

randomly called on to answer questions in class, so be sure to complete all assigned homework on time.    

Your JC email will be the primary way I will communicate with you outside of class.  You are expected to 

check your email regularly.  If you don’t use JC as your primary email, please have your JC email 

forwarded to your primary account so that you can get any class announcements.  All assignments need 

to be posted to JetNet in the format specified or they will be given a zero.  Late papers will not be 

accepted, so be sure to post them before the start of class on the due date.  Even if you miss class, you 

are still expected to post your work on time.  (Email me or call the office right away if extenuating 

circumstances prevent this from happening.)  

The portfolio must include the informative, reflective, and research-based persuasive essays, and it must 

be a minimum of 12 full pages.  All papers must be peer-reviewed in order to be included in the 

portfolio.  See the provided portfolio rubric and instructions on JetNet for more details.  

Major Assignments  

Annotated Bibliography (5%) –This exercise will not only give you experience writing bibliographies and 

concise summaries, but it will also provide you with a resource from which you may build your writing 

projects.  A short presentation of your findings will be a part of this project.    

Informative Paper (10%) – This paper will focus on informing the public about the cause championed by 

your nonprofit.  More specifically, you will be using research to introduce the public to a specific need in 

your community that your nonprofit fills.  For instance, if your organization is the Jackson Inter-Faith 

Shelter, your informative report would be on the homelessness crisis in our area.    

Persuasive Research-Based Paper (20%) – For this project, you will write a research-based persuasive 

paper arguing for a particular solution to the problem (or some means of alleviating part of the problem) 

covered in your informative paper.  The paper must be grounded in an opinion that needs defending 

then backed up with credible research.  This paper will be a combination of informative, persuasive, and 

descriptive modes of writing.  Emphasis will be on the sophisticated use of rhetorical appeal and 

research-based argumentation.  This project will culminate in an oral presentation to a panel of leaders 

in our community.    

Reflection Essay – This essay is an exercise in metacognition.  You will explain your growth as a writer 

and reflect on your progress throughout the semester.  This essay is part of your final portfolio.  

To pass the course, all writing projects (analytical annotated bibliography, informative, and persuasive) 

must be submitted prior to the dropbox closing time and date.  Additionally, all writing projects must 

undergo the peer review process for a student to pass the course.  Should a student miss a mandatory 

peer review day, the student has 10 days to visit the Writing Center Writing Fellows twice in lieu of a 

peer review.  Proof must be submitted.  In the case of the last paper, the student will have until the 

portfolio is due to make up the peer reviews. 

Grading Scale for Drafts:   

4.0 = 92% ‐ 100%   

3.5 = 86% ‐ 91%   
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3.0 = 82% ‐ 85%   

2.5 = 76% ‐ 81%   

2.0 = 72% ‐ 75%   

1.5 = 66% ‐ 71%   

1.0 = 62% ‐ 65%   

0.0 = 0% ‐ 61%   

Additional Policies 

All papers must be posted to the dropbox before it closes. No later papers can or will be accepted.  A 

student has 48 hours to upload a late paper.  Late papers will receive a lower grade by 1.0 for each day it 

is late.  Papers are due by the start of class on the date they are due.  Students are responsible for 

ensuring that they are uploaded in time and in the right format.  Only PDF files will be accepted.  Failure 

to turn in a paper as a PDF will result in a zero grade.  I reserve the right to not accept papers or give 

feedback on excessively late assignments due to time constraints. 

Please allow 24 hours for me to get back to you via email and longer on weekends/breaks.  When you do 

email me, please include your full name, class number, and section you are in along with a detailed 

message so that I know how best to respond.   

Students will receive VHQ grades as in accordance to JC policies.  Any students receiving an “H” grade 

will be notified by email and an alert will be sent to their navigators.  Students struggling to meet the 

demands of the course will be contacted at least once via phone or email.  Should the issue not be 

resolved, navigators will be notified to ensure student success. 

All students are encouraged to visit the Writing Fellows and tutors in the Writing Center located in the 

Center for Student Success on the first floor of Burt Walker Hall. 

Writing Help:  

When opting for help with your writing, bring the following:   

• a copy of the assignment  

• your draft or work thus far  

• specific areas with which you need help   

• Instructor Support: I am more than happy to assist you.  Please see my office hours 

at the top of this syllabus.  The best way to get a hold of me is by email.   

• Writing Fellows: Located in the Atkinson Building, breakout room 107, Writing 

Fellows can help you on all stages of the writing process including prewriting, 

drafting, revising, editing, and citing sources—no matter what JC class you are 

enrolled in. You may drop in during their working hours or set up an appointment in 

advance. Students may also submit a draft for review online via the Writing Fellow 

link in the Student Union on JetNet. Bring or submit a copy of the assignment 

requirements, work completed on the assignment so far, and writing related 

questions.   
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• Center for Student Success (CSS) Writing Tutors: located at BW first floor. For more 

information about the CSS go to http://www.jccmi.edu/success/ .  

   

Caveat:  This course schedule and syllabus are subject to change should there be a cancelled class, the 

need for more or less time on a unit, etc.  Students will be emailed before our class period if class is 

cancelled due to instructor illness.  Class may be canceled due to bad weather or other unforeseen 

circumstances, so students are responsible for checking the JC website to see if the college is still open.    

Academic Honesty Policy: JC has an academic honesty policy, which will be adhered to in this class. In 

essence, the policy requires that all work must be done by the student whose name it bears. The full 

policy can be accessed at http://www.jccmi.edu/policies/Academics/  

Failure: JC Academic Honesty Policy:  

Academic Honesty:  Is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of  their 

own work and not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping  

others to do so.   

   

Plagiarism: Is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside  sources. 

Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:    

  

‐   Submitting other's work as your own      

‐   Using data, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without adequate    documentation     

‐   Self‐plagiarism – is the reuse of significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own work 

without acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work    

   

Cheating:  Is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. 

Cheating includes, but is not limited to:    

  

∙ Plagiarizing in any form   

∙ Using notes/books without authorization   

∙ Copying   

∙ Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others   

∙ Altering graded work   

∙ Falsifying data   

∙ Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical   

   

Plagiarism/Cheating Policy for This Class:    

Because this is a writing course and part of our curriculum involves learning proper citation and how to 

avoid plagiarism, plagiarism will be handled on a case‐by‐case basis.  Overt and intentional plagiarism or 

cheating will result in failing the assignment or the entire course depending on the seriousness of the 

infractions.  Students who fail an assignment/quiz/paper or the entire course will be reported to the 
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Office of Academic Deans as mandated by the JC policy.   Papers submitted with plagiarism, intentional 

or unintentional, will receive a zero. 

Course Schedule – Assignments Due on Specified Dates 

ALL PROPOSALS, BIBLIOGRAPHIES, DRAFTS, AND FINAL PORTFOLIOS MUST BE SUBMITTED AS 

PDF FILES – NO OTHER FILE TYPES WILL BE ACCEPTED 

(Dates Subject to Change) 

Unit 1: Annotated Bibliography 

1/16 Intro to Course, WOOP, Rhetorical Situation, Finding Sources, Grammar 

Diagnostic, Reading Comprehension 

Due:  Norton Chapter 1, begin finding articles  

1/18 Discovering What “They Say,” Vetting Sources 

Due: Read Norton Chapter 2 and They Say Chapter 1, Bring in Articles, Homework 

Quiz 1 

1/23 Summarizing What “They Say, Summaries 

Due: Read They Say Chapter 2, Norton Chapter 3 “Summarizing,” Homework Quiz 

2  

1/25 Intro to Presenting Information, MLA Format 

Due: Read “Anti-Intellectualism” in Norton, They Say Chapter 11, Homework Quiz 

3 

1/30 Intro to Revising and Editing, Diction 

Due: Two Complete Annotations and Cover Page (upload a PDF to JetNet), 

Homework Quiz 4 

2/1 Intro to Peer Review 

Due: Annotated Bibliography (Bring 4 print copies and upload a PDF to JetNet) 

Unit 2:  Reporting on Community Issues 

2/6  The Art of Reporting, Paraphrasing 

Due: Read Norton Chapter 12 and 49, Homework Quiz 5 

2/8 The Art of Quoting, Introducing Quotes 

Due:  Report Proposal and Cover Page (upload PDF to JetNet), read They Say 

Chapter 3, Homework Quiz 6 

2/13  Reading for the Conversation 

Due: Read They Say Chapter 14, Bring in Article, Homework Quiz 7 

2/15 Acknowledging Sources, Avoid Plagiarism 

Due: Read Norton Chapter 50 and 51, Homework Quiz 8 
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2/20 Focusing on What They Say, Explaining Quotes 

Due: Report Bibliography (Upload to JetNet), Reading TBA 

2/22 Active Voice, Modifiers/Antecedents 

Due: Formal Outline Due (Upload to JetNet) 

2/27 Reviewing Your Work, Prepositional Phrases (Wordiness) 

Due: Read Norton Chapters 29 and 30, Homework Quiz 9 

3/1 Peer Review  

Due: Report Rough Draft (Bring 4 print copies and upload PDF to JetNet) 

Unit 3:  Arguing for a Solution 

3/6 Introduction to Argumentation 

Due: Read Norton Chapter 13 and 36, Homework Quiz 10 

3/8  Reading and Writing Arguments 

Due:  Research-Based Argumentative Paper Proposal and Cover Page (Upload to 

JetNet, Homework Quiz 11 

3/13 Spring Break – NO CLASS 

3/15  Spring Break – NO CLASS 

3/20 Reading and Writing Arguments (continued)  

Read They Say Chapters 4 and 5, Homework Quiz 12 

3/22 Conferences (By Appointment – Mandatory – times and locations posted on 

JetNet) 

3/27 Responding To Naysayers, Lexicon 

Due: Research-Based Argumentative Paper Bibliography (upload to JetNet), 

Homework Quiz 13 

3/29 Avoiding Logical Fallacies 

Due: Research-Based Argumentative Formal Outline (upload to JetNet) 

4/3 Building an Effective Argument, Logos 

Due: Read They Say Chapters 6 and 7 

4/5 Troubleshooting Rhetorical Issue 

Due: Read They Say Chapters 8 and 9 

4/10  Metacommentary and Revisions 

                          Due: Read They Say Chapters 10 and 11, Homework Quiz 14 
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4/12 Peer Review 

Due: Research-Based Argumentation Paper (bring 4 print copies and turn in a 

PDF on JetNet) 

Unit 5: Mastery and Persuasion 

4/17 Open Work Day – Bring Materials 

4/19 Conferences (optional – times and locations posted on JetNet) 

4/24 Portfolio Peer Reviews 

Due: 2 Printed Drafts of the portfolio 

4/26 Reflection essay (to be done in class) 

PORTFOLIO DUE at 3:00pm – Turn in ALL PDF files on JetNet  

(Make sure each paper has a bibliography and title page) 

*LATE PORTFOLIOS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED* 

5/1 FINAL PRESENTATIONS 

5/3   FINAL PRESENTATIONS 

5/6  Final grades posted to JetNet and E-services 

 

 

    

 


