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SYLLABUS 

 

PSY 140.41 (072273) Introduction to Psychology 

 

Fall Semester, 2017 

Mondays, 1:00 – 4:52 

W.J. Maher Campus, Room 123 

 

Instructor:  Dr. Al Pheley 

Email:  pheleyalfredm@jccmi.edu 

Office Hours:  Mondays, noon to 1:00; other times by appointment. 

 

Text Book:  Myers, D. G., DeWall, C. N. (2015). Psychology: Eleventh Edition.  New York, NY: Worth. 

Additional Readings: As determined by the instructor. 

Recommended:  Study Guide to Psychology: Eleventh Edition, available at the Bookstore. 

 

Overview:  This course is designed to provide an overview of the field of psychology, from its roots in 

Greek society, to the science and understanding of behavior, to the application in the health 

professions.  Through readings, discussions, and critical thinking assignments, you will experience a 

number of different areas within the field and better understand how we interact with other people and 

our environment. 

 

Course Outline  (All dates, activities, and readings are subject to change) 

 

Date Readings Topic(s) 

9/11/2017 Text Prologue (1-16) Course introduction; History of Psychology 

9/18/2017 Chapter 1 Research and Critical Thinking 

  Due:  Reading Review Paper 

9/25/2017 Chapter 2 Biology of the Mind 

  Due:  Reading Review Paper 

10/2/2017 Chapter 4 Nature, Nurture, and Human Diversity 

  Due:  Reading Review Paper 

  Assignment: Read and React – Due 10/9  

10/9/2017 Chapter 5 Development Through the Lifespan 

  Due: Read and React Paper 

10/16/2017 Chapter 7 Learning 

  Due: Reading Review Paper 

10/23/2017 Midterm Exam  

10/30/2017 Chapter 8 Memory 

  Due: Reading Review Paper 

  Assignment: Read and React – Due 11/6 

11/6/2017 Chapter 12 Emotions, Stress, and Health  

  Due: Read and React Paper 

11/13/2017 Chapter 13 Social Psychology 
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  Due:  Reading Review Paper 

11/20/2017 Chapter 14 Personality 

  Due: Reading Review Paper  

11/27/2017 Chapter 15 Psychological Disorders 

  Due: Reading Review Paper 

12/4/2017 Chapter 16 Therapy 

  Due: Reading Review Paper  

12/11/2017  Final Exam Study Session (Hint: Don’t miss it!) 

12/18/2017  Final Exam 

 

 

General Education Outcomes:  On your pathway to attaining your Associates degree, you are required 

to develop skills across a number of different areas, known as General Education Outcomes or GEOs.  

The measurable outcome addressed by this course is GEO #5 in which the student will “understand 

human behavior and social systems and the principles which guide them.”  

 

Reading Review Paper and Discussion (9):  As noted in the course outline, there are nine class sessions 

for which you will submit a typed, one-page reaction paper at the beginning of the class period.  Upon 

reviewing the material, write an approximately one page on a concept of your choice you found 

interesting in the chapter.  Do not summarize the concept.  The idea behind this assignment is for you to 

describe your reaction to this information – your feelings and what you think about it.  Draw on your 

own experience(s) and what additional research you believe would help clarify where we go next.  No 

late papers are accepted.  Paper maximum points: 10 

 

Read and React Paper (2):  At two class sessions identified in the syllabus, I will provide you with a brief 

article about a topic relevant to previously covered material.  This article will come from the popular 

media (newspaper, magazine, e-zine, etc.).  Along with the article, you will be provided with questions 

to which you will react based on the topic and the content.  The reaction paper should be between one 

and one and a half pages when complete.  You will hand the paper in immediately following its 

discussion in class.  Paper maximum: 15 points.  Discussion participation maximum: 5 points. 

  

Quizzes (11):  The last part of each class will encompass a brief quiz covering the material from that day.  

The results will provide feedback to you and me feedback on how well you understand the material and 

ways for you to improve your study skills.  Each quiz is worth 20 points.  No make-up tests are provided; 

the lowest test scores will be dropped. 

  

Midterm Exam:  200 pts 

 

Final Exam (Cumulative):  300 pts 

 

Class Attendance and Participation:  You are expected to attend, and participate in, all class sessions. 

Participation includes having prepared for class by completing all readings and assignments, and actively 

(not passively – meaning I have to call on you) engaging in discussions.  However, I do realize that things 
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outside of class do happen that make it difficult to attend a class.  If you must miss a class, please send 

me an email as soon as possible, preferably before the class session. 

 

Late Work:  Unless other arrangements are made in advance, work submitted late will be discounted 

50%. 

 

Computation of Grades:  Your final grade will be based on the sum of the points earned from the 

Reading Review Papers, Read and React Papers, Quizzes, Mid- and Final Exams. 

Grade % of Max 

4.0 ≥ 90 

3.5 85-89 

3.0 80-84 

2.5 75-79 

2.0 70-74 

1.5 65-69 

1.0 60-64 

 

Jackson College Academic Honesty Policy:  Academic honesty is expected of all students.  It is the 

ethical behavior that includes producing their own work and not representing others work as their own.  

This can include plagiarism, cheating, or helping others to do so.  You should read the full policy on 

Academic Honesty in your Student Handbook.  If you have questions, please ask. 

 

Classroom Expectations 

 All readings will be completed prior to the date for which they are assigned.  Be prepared to actively 

discuss the material. 

 Cell phones and pagers will be silenced or turned off during the class period.   

 Show respect for your colleagues…and the instructor.  Only one person should talk at one time.  And 

while we may disagree with each other at times, all discussions will be undertaken with respect and 

civility. 

 


