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Fall 2017 
English 131.PO1 - Writing Experience I 

Course Syllabus & Schedule 

Sept. 7 – Dec. 21 

Thursday 7:30am - 10:24am 

Cooper Street 
 

 

Instructor:  Benjamin Dahl 

 

Course Text:  Writing Today by Richard Johnson-Sheehan and Charles Paine 

              Student Edition ISBN: 13: 978-0-205-21008-4 OR ISBN 10: 0-205-21008-2 

                                       

Course Materials:   
1. Pencils/pens. 

2. Notebook to take notes in class. Folders (if available) to document writing process for each 

essay. 
 

Course Description: 
This is an intensive writing course. Narrative and descriptive modes are stressed. Basic 

research strategies are introduced. An end of the semester portfolio is required. 

Continued Description: Learners engage the writing process, study the impact of the rhetorical 

situation on communication choices, and are introduced to academic research strategies while 

completing genre units in which they write 4 respective essays: 1. memoir, 2. profile, 3. report 

and 4. analysis. The course requires participation in discussions, course activities, guided peer 

review, and a proof reading strategy coordinated with each essay. Developing ability to apply 

Modern Language Association (MLA) style and conventions to written assignments is expected.  

Standard English grammar and structures are requisite skills in this course.   

Instructor Role: Facilitator, lecturer, mentor and evaluator. 

Learner Role: Independent and Collaborative 

• Learner success relies on the ability to plan, prepare, study, and engage phases of the 

writing process, to apply global and local essay strategies, critical thinking skills, 

research and explication strategies, and peer response skills.  

• Learners will create 4 essays, at least 3 of which will undergo multiple revisions in order 

to be included in the final portfolio. Essays will be accompanied by a title page and, when 

sources are used, a Works Cited page.  Specific page lengths will be defined in the essay 

assignments.   
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• Learners will apply active reading strategies to assigned course materials and can expect 

to encounter at least one chapter of reading associated with each essay assignment, as 

well as supplemental selections.   

• Learners need to plan to spend at least nine [9] hours a week on the course, including 

assigned readings, collaborative discussions, and individualized writing. 

 

Course Goals and Objectives: 
The Board of Trustees has determined that all JC graduates should develop or enhance certain 

essential skills while enrolled in the college.  Several of these Associate Degree Outcomes are 

addressed in this class. 

“Eng. 131 course goals and objectives incorporate specific Associate Degree Outcomes (ADO’s) 

established by the JC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty.  These goals are in concert 

with four-year colleges and universities and reflect input from the professional communities we 

serve.  ADO’s guarantee students achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, transferability, 

and professional skills needed in many certification programs.  The ADO’s addressed in this 

course are: 

          Writing Clearly, Concisely, and Intelligibly (Developing Level), ADO # 1 

          Working in Small Groups (Developing Level). ADO #9. 

 

Performance Objectives:  Correlating with and extend ADOs 1 & 9, these outcomes refer to the 

actions, feelings, and thoughts learners are expected to develop as a result of the instructional 

process in English 131:  

 

Critical Thinking, Reading, 

and Writing Processes 

Rhetorical Knowledge and 

Conventions 

Electronic Environment 

• Practice active 
reading strategies 

• Identify and 
contextually evaluate 
assumptions, points 
of view, stylistic 
choices, and 
implications born of 
reasoning 

• Offer formative 
feedback on others 
writing in peer review 
sessions 

• Use genres to 
navigate complex 
rhetorical challenges  

• Use genre specific 
strategies, voice, 
tone, and perspective 
to achieve rhetorical 
goals 

• Recognize 
conventions of 
writing distinctive to 
specific disciplines 

• Employ Modern 
Language Association 
(MLA) style in 
academic writing 

• Writing in Plain Style 
 

 

• Use Microsoft Word 

to compose, revise, 

and save documents 

• Locate research 

material collected 

from electronic 

sources, including 

library databases and 

other electronic 

networks and internet 

sources 

• Use college learning 

management system 
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• Distinguish one’s own 

ideas from those of 

others 

• Practice 

metacognitive 

reflection 

 

Course Organization: 
The course is divided into four units, one for each essay.  The unit work will consist of reading, 

group and pair activities, and discussions, setting the foundation through practice and greater 

understanding of the essay assignment. 

 

Course Assignments: 
Four Essays: 

You will complete four essays in the course, three 3-5 pages in length.  They will be formatted 

per MLA, which will be elaborated on as the class progresses.  The four essays will include: 

• Memoir 

• Profile of a Person 

• Informative Essay 

• Rhetorical Analysis 

 

Portfolio: 

As you progress through your writing this semester, you will compile a portfolio to demonstrate 

your growth as writers.  Only those essays that have been taken through the entire writing 

process in this class are acceptable submissions for your portfolio; these papers must be read 

by me and at least one other student in class and represent ongoing revisions and editing to 

the best of your ability.  Your portfolio will contain at least two but most likely three of 

your polished essays, 10 pages/2500 words minimum.  This minimum amount does not 

include pages and words on required Works Cited pages. Your portfolio serves as a final 

exam for English 131 and should demonstrate both the strength of your writing skills and 

an awareness of the audience you wish to reach.    

 

Misc. Writings: 

Throughout the course of the semester, you will be assigned various smaller writing assignments.  

These writings will supplement reading, initiate discussion, as well as provide writing practice. 

All writing assignments must be formatted per MLA.   

 

Attendance/Participation: 

It is expected that students will participate in class discussions, proof reading discussions, pairs 

and group work.  Everyone will receive more out of the class if I am not the only one discussing 

the subject.  Class participation makes our time together more interesting and valuable to 

everyone.  When students do not participate or have obviously not prepared for class, disrupt the 

class, sleep, or do other things besides this class’s work, it will be reflected in their overall grades 

for this course. 
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Note on classroom etiquette—You are expected to be respectful of everyone in class. Respectful 

behavior includes actively listening to others in a class discussion without interrupting.  

Inappropriate behavior, such as rudeness, sleeping in class, swearing or doing work for other 

classes will not be tolerated. 

Academic Honesty—JC has an academic policy that is stated in the student handbook. I adhere 

to the JC policy in this class. In essence the policy requires that all work must be done by the 

student whose name it bears. It requires that you acknowledge all sources, that you not submit 

another’s work as your own (plagiarism), either directly copied or paraphrased from another 

source, published or unpublished. If you commit plagiarism, it will result in a failing grade for 

that assignment, and is grounds for removal from the class. It can result in dismissal from the 

college. A clear case of plagiarism will be reported to the academic dean. Dismissal for 

dishonesty will affect your credit rating and ability to receive financial aid. 

  

Course Grading: 
70% of your grade is derived from REVISED WRITING.  

This is spread out between the following areas: 

• 40% is derived from your FOUR REVISED ESSAYS. These are the first 

revisions of your memoir (essay 1), profile (essay 2), researched report (essay 3), 

and analysis (essay 4) all weighted equally.  

• 30% is derived from your FINAL PORTFOLIO. Portfolios are required in order 

to receive a passing grade in the course, and count as the final exam for this 

course. Your portfolio should include 2,500 words of your best writing that has 

been through multiple revisions and a metacognitive letter. All work in your 

portfolio must have been read by me and at least one other student prior to 

inclusion in your portfolio. 

30% of your grade is derived from CLASSWORK: This portion of your grade comes from in-

class writing assignments, homework, writing workshop preparation and participation, quizzes, 

attendance and class participation. 

 

Your class grade reflects your participation, performance, and growth in the class as evidenced 

by the strengthening and extension of writing and communication skills, preparation and 

timeliness regarding assignments and activities, and a marked level of responsibility and concern 

for positive personal and collective learning experiences.  I grade on a 4.0 scale with 4.0 being 

excellent.  You must achieve a 2.0 in this class to pass.  Less than a 2.0 will not transfer for 

credit or serve as a prerequisite for another course.  Percentage Conversions are as follows.   

• 94 – 100     4.0 (A) 

• 88 – 93       3.5 (B+) 

• 83 – 87       3.0 (B) 

• 78 – 82       2.5 (C+) 

• 72 – 77       2.0 (C) 

• 66 – 71       1.5 (D+) 

• 60 – 65       1.0 (D) 

• 55 – 59        0.5 (D-) 

• Below 59    0.0 
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The Incomplete Grade: 

In accordance with JC policy, an Incomplete or “I” grade is only issued to students who have 

demonstrated good standing in the class and hold a passing grade at the time of an extenuating 

circumstance that precludes completion of the class.  Documentation validating the circumstance 

may be required.  

 

Course Guidelines: 
• In a perfect world, no one would ever miss class; however, I do understand that illnesses 

and situations arise which require students to be absent.  For whatever reason that you 

miss a class, you do lose points for the day, including those points for any in-class work 

such as writings, proof reading, etc.   

• Please make every effort to get to class on time.  Depending on the circumstance, if you 

walk in more than 15 minutes late you will lose your attendance/participation points for 

the day. 

• Please hold on to any and all assignments until the end of this course.  All 

assignments must be handed in at the beginning of the class on the due date. I do not 

accept late papers EXCEPT UNDER EXTREME REASONS TO BE 

DETERMINED CASE BY CASE.  

• On Proof Reading days, it is essential that you come to class ready to review your fellow 

classmates’ work.  You cannot make up proof reading missed due to an unexcused 

absence, and students who don’t come prepared to participate in the exercise will 

lose total points. 

• This class is structured to be a “workshop” of writers sharing information and insight into 

the writing process. Please respect one another’s ideas and listen when others are 

talking.  

If you have questions or comments for me, by all means let me know.  One of my primary 

goals is that you experience success in this course. If you are having any issues preventing you 

from having success, please discuss them with me and I will do what I can to work with you.  

 

 

 

Tentative Calendar of Class Activities and Assignments 
(Dates and assignments are subject to change) 

 

 

Week 1 – Thurs. Sept. 7 

Agenda 
Individual introductions 

Syllabus overview 

Intro to textbook, Chapter 1: "Genres" pp. 4-11, Talk About This #1 on pg. 12 

Sentences vs. Fragments & Run-ons, textbook handbook, pp. 792-99 & hand-out exercises 



6 

 

Looking at the Memoir genre: Ch. 4, pp. 42-53.  “Diving In,” narrative as 

conflict/complication and resolution  

 

HOMEWORK: 

Read & Write 

• Chapter 4, pp. 56-60. Answer question 2 on pg. 58, first section, and question 2 on pg. 

60, first section. 

• Chapter 33, pp. 608-620.  Answer questions 1 & 3 on pg. 614, first section, and 

question 1 on pg. 619. 

• Think about incidents in your life that were painful or challenging, whether physical or 

emotional/mental, which you recovered from and have ultimately affected you in a 

positive way.  Jot down ideas for a memoir. 

 

 

Week 2 – Thurs. Sept. 14 

 

Agenda 

Go over exercises on revising fragments, run-ons 

Introduce 4 types of sentences: class handout (Crider pg.88)  

Essay 1 Assignment. See hand-out. 

Examine textbook memoirs & student responses 

Group activity – storytelling, pg. 61, Try This Out #1 

In-class Inventing & Pre-Writing, Chapter 14, pp. 344-355 

 

HOMEWORK: 

Read & Write 

• Read Unit One Handout: C.S. Lewis, Chapter 1 of Surprised by Joy & Siegfried 

Sassoon, Memoirs of an Infantry Officer, Part 9 "Hospital and Convalescence." Answer 

questions on narrative and description. 

• Prewriting for Essay 1, e.g. Concept Map, Listing, Freewriting, Heuristics, 5 

Senses. Prewriting should include at least 150-200 words each on 1. a physical object 

that you hold dear or have held dear at some point in your life, and 2. a physical or 

emotional scar from your childhood or youth.  Journal how you acquired the physical 

object and the scar and what they respectively mean to you now. (Include word 

count.) 

 

 

Week 3 – Thurs. Sept. 21 

 

 Agenda 

Punctuation review & exercises on semicolons (pp. 822-23), commas (pp.823-26), colons 

(pp.826-27) 

Memoir homework reading discussions 

Purpose (pp. 19-20); implied thesis, (pg.22); Audience (pp. 27-32); 

Narrative & Description (pp. 425-429) 

Organizing & Drafting (pp.357-62) 
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• In-class work time. A. Purpose statements for Essay 1: In 1-2 sentences, write down 

what you want to show your readers through your memoir. B. Use the 5 part narrative 

pattern to outline the main narrative in your memoir; next, list description with the 5 

senses you can use for each part of the narrative pattern. C. individual conferences on 

essay topic. 

 

HOMEWORK: 

Write 

• bring 3 completed 1st draft copies of Essay 1 to class. 

 

 

 

Week 4 – Thurs. Sept. 28 

 

Agenda 

Quiz on revising fragments, run-ons, and proper use of comma, semicolon, colon.  

 

Style Guidelines & Writing Descriptively with Tropes (pp. 364-72) 

 

Peer Review small groups. Refer to Revising, Editing, Peer Reviewing (Ch. 18) and Grammar 

& Punctuation Handbook (pp.792-838). 

 

HOMEWORK: 

Write 

• Examine peer review comments; develop, revise, edit, and make proofread corrections 

to your 1st draft. Bring in your Process Folder containing a copy of your proofread 

draft(s) and second draft of Essay 1.  Place second draft of essay in the right side 

pocket of your folder and your proof read drafts and prewriting in the left. 

Read 

• Chapter 5, pp. 63-73, 76, 79-81.  Answer questions 2, 3 and 4 on pg. 81, first section. 

 

 

Week 5 – Thurs. Oct. 5 

 

Agenda 

Review & exercise on dashes (pp.827-28), quotation marks (pp.828-29), apostrophes (pp.831-

33)  

Essay 2 assignment – Profile of a Person 

Sample essays 

 

HOMEWORK: 

Read 

• NPR profile of Jacob Rees-Mog & obituary of Alex Jones (hand-out) 

• “Prudencia” pp.627-29; answer question 2, first section on pg. 629. 

 

Write 500 words on three potential people you might profile and why.  (Include word count.) 
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Week 6 – Thurs. Oct. 12 

 

Agenda 

Parallelism (Handbook 1D, pp.799-800) 

Text/essay discussion 

Interview questions (pp.485-86) 

In-class interview practice 

 

HOMEWORK: 

Write 

• At least 12 interview questions to ask the person you are profiling 

Interview 

• Person of your choice, and write down details as they happen 

Write 

• Finish first draft of Essay 2.  Bring a copy to class. 

 

 

Week 7 – Thurs. Oct. 19 

 

Agenda 

Coordination, Subordination, Mixed Sentences, Shifts (Handbook 1E, 1F, 1G pp. 800-03) 

Peer Review: Revising, Editing & Proof Reading the Profile Essay 

Chapter 19 - Introductions & Conclusions; Ch. 20 - Developing Paragraphs & Sections 

Essay 3 assignment – Informative Essay 

Brainstorming topics 

Choosing a topic 

 

HOMEWORK: 

 

Read 

• Chapter 12, pgs. 265-285. Pay special attention to the report.  

• Chapter 41, pgs. 751-754. Answer the following questions, pg. 754, questions 2 and 3, 

first section. 

Write 

• 500 word free write on 3 potential topics for Essay 3.  (Include word count.)  

• Second draft of Essay 2 (bring in your Process Folder containing a copy of your proof 

read draft, interview notes, and second draft of Essay 2). Place your second draft in the 

rightside pocket of your folder and your proof read draft & notes in the left. 
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Week 8 – Thurs. Oct. 26 

 

Agenda 

Dangling/Misplaced, Restrictive/Nonrestrictive Modifiers, Adjectives & Adverbs (Handbook 

1H, pp. 804-07) 

Text/essay discussion 

Free write sharing 

Sample essays 

Establishing structure for informative essay: the Report (IMRaD -pg. 266) or Research paper 

format (cf. pg. 306) 

Starting Research: pp. 466-473 

Annotated bibliography: pp. 324-26 

 

HOMEWORK: 

Read 

• Research Paper – Chapter 13, pp. 306-23 

 Write 

•         Parts 1 (introduction, ending with research question) and 2 (what you know before 

finished research and state your hypothesis) for Essay 3. 

• Make an annotated bibliography from your Works Cited page with at least three 

sources. 

 

 

Week 9 – Thurs. Nov. 2 

 

Agenda 

Verbs: Tense, Voice, Mood, Subject-Verb Agreement (Handbook pp.807-13) 

Using MLA Style – Chapter 27: 

MLA Works Cited Page 

MLA In-text citations 

Avoiding Plagiarism 

In class work on Essay 3 

 

HOMEWORK: 

Write 

• Finish first draft of Essay 3 

Read 

• Text on citing sources & MLA: Chapters 26-27, pgs. 491-527. 

 

 

Week 10 – Thurs. Nov. 9 

 

Agenda 
Pronouns: Case, Reference, Agreement, Relative pronouns (Handbook pp.813-17) 

 

Peer Review: Revision, Editing & Proof Reading 
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Looking to the final PORTFOLIO and the metacognitive letter 

 

HOMEWORK: 

Write 

• Second draft of Essay 3 (bring in your Process Folder containing a copy of your 

proofread draft and second draft of Essay 3.  Place second draft of essay in the right 

side pocket of your folder and your proof read draft in the left. 

 

 

Week 11 – Thurs. Nov. 16; (Week 12 - NO CLASS on Thurs. Nov.23, Thanksgiving) 

 

Agenda 

Rhetorical Analysis 

Essay 4 
 

HOMEWORK: 

Read & Write 
pp. 143-161; 669-671 – answer #1, second section on pg. 671; 678-85 – answer #1, first 

section on pg. 685.  

Use pg. 686, #2 as a prompt for Essay 4; bring in a rough draft next class. 

 

 

 

Week 13 – Thurs. Nov. 30 

 

Agenda 

In-class peer reviews and proofread of Essay 4 

 

HOMEWORK: 

2nd draft of Essay 4 due next class. 

 

Week 14 – Thurs. Dec. 7 

 

Agenda 

Revise selected essays for Portfolio in class.  Work on Metacognitive essay. Portfolio final 

due at the end of next class. 
 

Week 15 – Thurs. Dec. 14 

Portfolio with metacognitive essays due today.    
Writing About Literature Sheridan Baker hand-out.  Explication. 

 

Return Portfolios Week 16 – Thurs. Dec. 21 

Class De-briefing. 

 

 


