Philosophy 231: Introduction to Philosophy

Instructor:  Brad Hicks

	Office:   Maher Campus, before and after our class meets
	Office Hours:   30 minutes before our class meets; 30 minutes following our class
			     and by appointment
	E-mail:  hicksbradleyn@jccmi.edu


Text: 	Louis P. Pojman, ed., Philosophy: The Quest for Truth, 9th edition

	Also available as an ebook at www.redshelf.com. The ebook is for the 10th edition, but 	it contains all the articles you’ll need.

General Summary

	Over the course of the semester, we will be examining a variety of philosophical 	discussions on various topics. Please see course schedule for an outline of identified 	topics. You will be graded on the basis of your familiarity with the positions taken on 	these discussions and the philosophers who authored these positions.  Assignments 	will also provide opportunity for you to critically analyze the discussed positions as well 	as articulate your viewpoints on these topics.  

Grading
	
	Exams: We will have three exams, each containing a variety of multiple choice, 	matching and short answer questions.  A study guide will be provided before each 	exam.  (3 exams at 50 points each)

	Reflection Essays: You will be writing 1.5 page essays (typed, double-spaced) each 
	week, based on class discussions and course readings.  You will analyze a specific 	topic, briefly analyzing the question or concern being discussed and then formulating 
	your position on the topic.  You can think of these reflections as a take-home exam.
	A sample reflection essay is provided.  (12 essays at 10 points each)

	Weekly Homework:  I will provide weekly study questions to help you analyze the 	assigned readings.  The homework is designed to help you understand the readings 	and organize your thoughts before the class meets.  (10 assignments at 10 points 	each)

	Participation:  Class discussions and group activities are designed to analyze and 	apply course materials to contemporary issues.  Your active participation in the course 	and in group activities with be recognized and afforded a grade.  Active participation is 	not a measure of one's talkativeness.  For those who may be shy and less talkative, 	one's active engagement can be recognized in one's "active listening".   (30 points)


Grading Summary: 

	Exams		150 points		38% of your grade		
	Reflections		120 points		30% of your grade
	Homework		100 points		25% of your grade
	Participation 		30   points		7%   of your grade

	Total			400 points

Grading Scale

	100%-92%		4.0                    		368 to 400 points				
	91%-86%		3.5 			344 to 367 points
	85%-81%		3.0               		324 to 343 points                                         	      	
	80%-76%		2.5			304 to 323 points
	75%-71%		2.0                     	284 to 303 points
	70%-66%		1.5       		264 to 283 points
	65%-60%		1.0	         		240 to 263 points
	Below 60% 		0.0    			below 240 points	

Attendance and Participation Policy

	Class participation is an important part of the learning process for this course.      	Students will be involved in class discussions and group projects during class time.      	Outside readings and assignments are viewed as preparation for in-class 	activities.      Some students are not as talkative as others.      If this is true of you, I will 	observe your "active engagement" in the course so as not to be penalized for being 	somewhat (but not completely) quiet.  As this course is dependent upon discussion 	activities, students are expected to treat each classmate with respect and refrain from 	using profanity.      Students will not be allowed to make disparaging remarks about 	other 	people, cultures or classmates.      Continued disruptive behavior, including 	verbal remarks, can lead to dismissal from the course.

Tentative Schedule
	The readings identified under the weekly topics are the readings due for that 	specific week.


Week One		Introduction to the Course
Sept. 6

Week Two		Ethics, Part One
Sept. 13	
		
	Socrates as a Role Model
	Plato, “Socratic Wisdom” (pp. 6-18)

	What Are Moral Standards? Why Should I Care about Them?
	Ruth Benedict, “Morality Is Relative” (pp. 462-467)
	James Rachels, “Morality Is Not Relative” (pp. 467-476)
	Plato, “Why Should I Be Moral? Gyges’ Ring and Socrates’ Dilemma” (pp. 477-482)

Week Three		Ethics, Part Two	
Sept. 20

	Ethical Theories
	Immanuel Kant, “The Moral Law” (pp. 502-514)
	John Stuart Mill, “Utilitarianism” (pp. 514-520)
	Jean-Paul Sartre, “Existentialist Ethics” (pp. 560-567)

Week Four		Epistemology, Part One
Sept. 27

	Rationalism: Knowledge Comes From the Mind
	René Descartes, “Cartesian Doubt and the Search for Foundational Knowledge” (pp. 	198-204)
	René Descartes, “Substance Dualism” (pp. 291-298)

	Empiricism: Knowledge Comes From Experience
	David Hume, “The Origin of Our Ideas” (pp. 225-228)
	David Hume, “Skeptical Doubts Concerning the Operations of the Understanding” (pp. 	265-276)

Week Five		Epistemology, Part Two
Oct. 4

	What is transcendental idealism?   
	https://philosophynow.org/issues/95/Kant_at_the_Bar_Transcendental_Idealiam_
	in_Daily Life	

	Can We Avoid Skepticism?
	G.E. Moore, “Proof of an External World” (pp. 228-231)

Week Six		Exam
Oct. 11		Free Will

Week Seven		Determinism and Personal Identity
Oct. 18

	Do We Have Free Will?
	Baron d’Holbach, “We Are Completely Determined” (399-404)
	W.T. Stace, “Compatibilism” (pp. 437-443)


	What, if Anything, Makes You the Same Person over Time?
	Louis Pojman, “Who Am I? Do We Have Personal Identity?” (pp. 376-380)
	John Locke, “Our Psychological Properties Define the Self” (pp. 381-384)
	
Week Eight		Personal Identity and Philosophy of the Mind
Oct. 25

	Is there really a self?
	David Hume, “We Have No Substantial Self with Which We Are Identical” (pp. 385-387)
	Buddhism:  https://essenceofbuddhism.wordpress.com/2014/03/27/how-to-understand-
           the-5-skandhas-in-buddhism/

	Exactly What Is the Mind, Anyway?
	Gilbert Ryle, “Exorcising Descartes’ ‘Ghost in the Machine’” (pp. 299-304)
	Jerry A. Fodor, “The Mind-Body Problem” (pp. 349-359)

Week Nine		What is the meaning of life?
Nov. 1

	We Should Seek Pleasure
	Epicurus, “Moderate Hedonism” (pp. 627-632)

	We Should Accept What Life Brings
	Epictetus, “Stoicism” (pp. 633-642)

Week Ten		Exam
Nov. 8			Philosophy of Religion, Introduction

Week Eleven	Philosophy of Religion, Part One
Nov. 15

	Can We Prove God’s Existence? The Cosmological Argument
	Thomas Aquinas, “The Five Ways” (pp. 58-61)
	Paul Edwards, “A Critique of the Cosmological Argument” (pp. 80-89)

	Can We Prove God’s Existence? The Ontological Argument
	St. Anselm and Gaunilo, “The Ontological Argument” (pp. 100-103)
	William Rowe, “An Analysis of the Ontological Argument” (pp. 103-114)

Week Twelve	Thanksgiving Holiday	
Nov. 22

Week Thirteen	Philosophy of Religion, Part Two
Nov. 29

	Can We Prove God’s Existence? The Teleological Argument
	William Paley, “The Watch and the Watchmaker” (pp. 90-92)
	David Hume, “A Critique of the Teleological Argument” (pp. 93-100)

	Theism and / or Idealism
	http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/christian-ethics/divine-command-
           theory/the-euthyphro-dilemma 
 	https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/kierkegaard/	
Week Fourteen	Problem of Evil;  What is Rational Belief? 
Dec. 6

	If God Exists, Why Is There Evil?
	B.C. Johnson, “Why Doesn’t God Intervene to Prevent Evil?” (pp. 120-125)
	John Hick, “There is a Reason Why God Allows Evil” (pp. 125-130)
	William Rowe, “The Problem of Evil and Some Varieties of Atheism” (pp. 130-139)

	Is It Rational to Believe in God?
	Blaise Pascal, “Yes, Faith is a Logical Bet” (pp. 140-143)
	W.K. Clifford, “The Ethics of Belief” (pp. 143-148)
	William James, “The Will to Believe” (pp. 148-157)

Week Fifteen	Political Philosophies
Dec. 6

	https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/libertarianism/
	https://go.berniesanders.com/page/content/join-us/
	https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/communitarianism/
	https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/original-position/

Week Sixteen	Exam 	
Dec. 20		(week 15, if not counting the week of Thanksgiving)

