
ART 112:The Renaissance Through the Present Day 
Course Syllabus • 3 Credit Hours • Prerequisite: ENG 081 

This course fulfills Gen. Ed. requirements at Jackson Community College 

Place: Justin Whiting Hall, Room 204 
Time: 6:00PM - 8:54PM 
Days: Thursday  
Instructor: Jacob Varty—M.F.A. Printmaking 
E-mail: vartyjacobk@jccmi.edu 

Course Description: 
Students enrolled in ART 112 will explore images and objects from the Western art 
historical tradition. Works of art and their aesthetics will be studied within the framework 
of their original social, political and spiritual contexts. Western theories of art, aesthetics, 
value and use will be defined. Course activities may include, but are not limited to, field 
trips, discussions, writing assignments, exams, small-group work, and presentations. As 
well, online collections of art will be frequently visited, including those at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art of New York City and the British Museum of Art of 
London. 

GEO 6: 
Activities that will address the expectations of GEO 6 include the following: Quizzes, 
Journaling, Presentations, Group Work, Discussion, Projects, Papers, Artifact Creation, 
Reflective essays, and Final evaluation.  

Textbook:   
Gardner’s Art Through the Ages: A Concise Global History, Fourth Edition. 
Author: Fred S. Kleiner, Boston University. 
ISBN: 978-1-305-57780-0 

Note: the textbook is available in a digital format from several sources, including: amazon.com 
(Kindle), barnesandnoble.com (NOOK Book), and the campus bookstore. 

Course Goals: 
1. Understand aesthetic experience and artistic creativity. (Associate Degree Outcome 6) 
2. Work in small groups in order to facilitate an atmosphere of respectful and productive 

discussion and collaboration. (Associate Degree Outcome 9) 
3. Trace the on-going development of art and architecture in the Western tradition. 
4. Recognize the critical components of each style, period, and canon of Western art history. 
5. Understand the cultural/social and technological forces that shaped artifacts, aesthetics, 

and functions. 
6. Articulate connections between macro histories and case studies. 

!  1

mailto:vartyjacobk@jccmi.edu


7. Develop visual literacy. 
8. Analyze art and architecture for their essential formal elements. 
9. Use vocabulary terms to discuss and describe art and architecture. 
10. Demonstrate interpretation and critical analysis skills through discussion and in writing 

Student Responsibilities: 
1) Be mindful of the course assignments, and remember that late work is not accepted. 
2) Be aware of the required components of each assignment. 
3) Allow yourself to seek out assistance from the instructor or the College whenever you 

need it. 
4) Resist any urge to plagiarize on any assignment. 
5) Manage your time mindfully, particularly in relation to assignments that require self-

regulation. 
6) Avoid distracting or bothering others by refraining from texting, sleeping, or talking at 

inappropriate times during class. 

Course Activities and Methods of Evaluation: 

Attendance and Participation: 5 points are awarded per day for attendance and participation. 
Active learning through participation in discussion and activities is required for points to be 
earned. (75 pts. total for the semester) 

Textbook Reading Responses: 20 points each. Based on the textbook reading, students must 
reference at least three works of art from the chapter for this week and try to answer in 2-3 
paragraphs the following questions: 

• What do the art styles or movements discussed in the chapter tell you about the time Or 
society? that the movement we're style took place in?  

• What are the art movements or styles reacting to in there culture are they supporting a 
specific belief system or Point of view how do they do that?  Explain using one or more 
specific examples from the text.  

• How does geography, economics,war and religion affect the art? Explain using one or 
more specific examples from the text.  

(The textbook should be your primary resource for this assignment; if another resource is used 
please cite it.) 

Supplemental Reading Responses: 10 points each. For each supplemental reading (provided by 
instructor), students will be responsible for a written response of 2-3 paragraphs engaging with 
the following prompts: 
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a. Identify the Main Point and Main Evidence in the reading—what is being said 
and/or argued? How is it being said and/or argued? What are the reasons that back 
up the claim(s)? 

b. Pose a Question and/or Critique of the reading—do you agree, disagree or have 
questions about a particular part of this reading? WHY or WHY NOT? 

c. Make a Connection to the reading—how can you tie this reading to 1) something 
we said in class, 2) the textbook or 3) your real life? 

Comparative Analysis: 30 points each. During every other Thursday class period, we will break 
into small groups to practice comparative analysis of works of art relevant to the lectures that 
week. Small groups will be responsible for the following tasks: 

Complete Analysis of both works—thoughtful answers to listed questions 
Compare both works—observing similarities, differences, contextual factors 
Compose 2-3 questions about the works in comparison—prepared to share 
 

Students will need to show evidence of their research at the beginning of class (this is a part of 
your grade for the assignment). The class work time will be a time for developing questions 
based on the comparison portion of the form. Students will need to analyze the artworks outside 
of class either as individuals or in groups. You may break up the workload among the members 
of your group as you like. Students will also be responsible for posting the results of their 
research on Jet Net on Wednesday at 11:55pm. each week. Every group must be prepared to 
share their work. Participation in discussion is mandatory for all students this will be a part of 
your attendance grade for the day. There will be 7 of these assigned throughout the semester, for 
a total of 210 points.  

Schools of Thought FACE OFF: 50 points each. Every other week during the course of the se-
mester, students will be expected to compare two Schools of Thought that concern relevant 
works of art in class, through a debate-style class discussion. The assignment consists of two 
parts:  

1) Research & Summary (an individual, at-home part) and  
2) Discussion & Debate (a group-based, in-class part) 

Prior to the day of debate, the class will be divided into two groups, one for each school of 
thought under debate. Individually, students will be expected to research the school of thought 
according to which group they're in (online research via search engines is fine). Students will 
also be expected to write and submit to Jet Net a one page summary (single-spaced) of the ma-
jor tenants of the school of thought that they research. Students should also bring a hard-copy of 
their summaries to class to use for discussion. 

On the day of the debate, groups will have approximately 20 minutes to conference, compare 
notes, and sketch out a plan for their debate. The goal of the debate is to discuss the merits and 
demerits of each school of thought. Each team should aim to persuade the other that their school 
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of thought is best, and should be adhered to by the whole class. This means that it will be just as 
important to understand the opposing point of view (although students don’t have to write about 
it), and to acknowledge the demerits in one’s own school of thought. Addressing the counter-ar-
gument successfully may be just as important as making the initial argument regarding the merits 
of a school of thought. The instructor will moderate this debate, and at the end of each class will 
declare a winning team. 

Schools-of-Thought Research questions: 
• What is the logic your school of thought uses to support its claims? What is the main ar-

gument? What evidence is pointed to in order to support this argument? Give specific 
examples. 

• What are the emotional appeals in this school of thought? In other words, aside from fac-
tual evidence being pointed to, are there emotions, such as one’s fear, hope, or others, 
that are being used in the argument? Give specific examples. 

• What makes the people that represent your school of thought credible? Are they experts 
in a particular field? Do they have strong personal testimonies in some way? Or are they 
not very credible? Why or why not? 

• What is your school of thought’s relationship to art? How does this school of thought 
interact with art? For example, does it support art in a particular way? Does it advocate 
for a certain kind of art? Is it against art? Give specific examples.  

• Who are some artists from the book that exemplify your school of thought? How do they 
do that? 

The Schools-of-Thought assignment is meant to assess students’ grasp of the intellectual and cul-
tural underpinnings of the art in its historical context. Students will earn 25 points for their indi-
vidual summaries and 25 points for their in-class debate participation. There will be 5 of these 
throughout the semester, for a total of 250 points.  

Museum Sketches and Essays: 100 points. Students will choose a local museum to visit to ob-
serve and sketch art. While visiting the museum, students will compose two informal essays 
identifying and examining two works of art from the works in the museum’s collection. Identify 
both works completely, and provide a thorough analysis of each. In order to produce a high-qual-
ity analysis, while you are visiting the museum you will need to take notes on your initial im-
pressions, how the works impact you emotionally, and the way the artists organized the formal 
elements to lead you toward a specific response. Each informal analysis essay should be one 
page long. Include well-developed sketches as visual evidence to support your essays. (Don’t be 
afraid to draw. Sketching makes you look more closely at the art and allows you to see things 
you missed before. It will help you understand aspects of the work the artist wanted to empha-
size.) 
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Both informal essays are to be submitted by 11:55 pm on December 3 must be accompanied by 
photocopies of all notes and sketches from the trip, as well as a relic of some sort. A relic may be 
a pamphlet that you pick up at the museum, or a photograph of yourself at the museum. (If stu-
dents don’t have access to a scanner at home, they can go to the JCC library on main campus and 
use the scanner there.) The relic, notes, and sketches and essay will earn 50 points for each piece 
analyzed, for a total of 100 points.   

Suggested museums to visit: 
U of M Art Museum  http://www.umma.umich.edu/ 
Toledo Art Museum  http://www.toledomuseum.org/ 
Grand Rapids Art Museum  http://www.artmuseumgr.org/ 
The DIA  http://www.dia.org/ 

Informal Essays and Sketch Rubric 

Complete	
Identi-ication

20	
Both	works	are	
identi/ied	
completely,	

including	the	date,	
location,	type	of	
art,	medium,	scale,	
and	brief	visual	

analysis.

10	
The	identi/ication	
of	the	works	is	
missing	1	or	2	
elements.

5	
The	works	are	not	

identi/ied	
according	to	type	
of	art,	medium,	
scale,	or	visual	
analysis.

Impact	on	Viewer 40	
The	appeal	and	
impact	on	the	
viewer	is	

described	in	detail	
for	both	pieces,	
showing	evidence	
of	self-re/lection	
and	awareness	for	
the	way	that	both	
of	the	works	of	art	

inspire	an	
emotional	

experience	in	the	
viewer.

30	
The	appeal	and	
impact	on	the	
viewer	is	brie/ly	
alluded	to,	but	not	
elaborated	upon.

15		
The	appeal	and	
impact	on	the	
viewer	is	not	
discussed.
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Research Paper Pre-writing essay: 20 points each. After completing two chapters in the 
textbook, students will choose a subject of interest from the  chapters and write a one page 
essay of their selected topic. This essay should be thoughtful and should 1) shed new light on 
something that we've discussed in class or 2) explore a topic that we've glossed over or the 
student has only read about in the book. This assignment is not a regurgitation of your 
weekly textbook writing. It is a way for students to generate ideas for a final research 
paper at the end of class. This also means that students will be able to use outside scholarly 
sources beyond the book to help them focus their knowledge of the subjects that they’re 
writing about it is important that these scholarly sources are cited within the context of their 
1 page paper. There will be 4 of these assigned throughout the semester, for a total of 80 
points.  

Research Paper: (100 pts total) your research paper will be composed based on a selection 
from your Pre-writing essay. 

In the second to last week of class, students will be expected to choose a Pre-writing essay 
they have written that is of particular interest to them and create a 3-page research paper 
that is a thoughtful examination of the subjects selected from the Pre-writing essay 
assignment. In this research paper, students should go beyond regurgitating facts and have a 
thoughtful and careful point of view on the subjects they are comparing. This means that the 
research paper should have a clear claim statement (or thesis) that is supported by good 
reasons and evidence gathered from readings—both the textbook an academic articles. 
Students’ research papers will need a minimum of three outside academic sources. 

Evidence	of	On-
Site	Note-Taking

20	
Substantial	notes	
and	a	relic	are	

included	for	each	
piece,	which	were	
taken	during	the	
student’s	on-site	
experience	with	
the	works.

10	
Notes	and	a	relic	
are	included,	but	

are	either	
insubstantial	or	
appear	to	have	
been	taken	after	
the	/ield	trip.

5	
Notes	or	relic	are	

missing.

Sketch 20	
One	detailed	
sketch	of	each	
work	of	art	is	
included,	and	
demonstrates	

careful	analysis	of	
the	artist’s	use	of	
composition.

10	
Sketches	are	
included,	but	
appear	off-the-

cuff,	
underdeveloped,	
and/or	does	not	
indicate	an	

analysis	of	the	
composition.

5	
One	or	more	sketch	

is	missing.
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All papers must be properly formatted according to the MLA style, and include a Works 
Cited page containing no less than three academic resources (Wikipedia is not accepted). 
Images are welcomed to be included in the paper following the Works Cited page. 
 
In the second to last week of class, we will have peer review. Students will read each other’s 
papers not only for technical incongruities, but for content, clarity and thoughtfulness.The 
peer-review process will award 75 points to each student who provides constructive and 
positive feedback on a peer's paper using the following form. Students who do not engage in 
the peer-review process will not be allowed to submit a final paper.  
The paper will be due on the last day of class. 

Research Paper Rubric 

Clarity and 
Format 

30  
Writing is clear, 
logical, is free of 
errors and meets 

format 
requirements 

15   
Writing is 

somewhat clear, 
logical, is mostly 
free of errors and 

meets format 
requirements 

5 
Lacks clarity and 
logic in structure, 

has errors and does 
not meet all format 

requirements 

Reading 
Proficiency 

30 
Demonstrates 
thoughtful and 

careful reading of 
the available 
information 

15 
Writing reflects a 

moderate 
understanding of 

the available 
information 

5 
Writing does not 

reflect an 
understanding of the 

artwork 
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Research Paper Peer Review: 75 points 

Author____________ Reviewer_____________ 

The goals of peer review are  
1) to help improve the paper by pointing out strengths and weaknesses that may not be 

apparent to the author, and  
2) to help improve editing skills. 

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Read the paper(s) assigned to you twice, once to get an overview of the paper, and a second time to provide 
constructive criticism for the author to use when revising his/her paper. Answer the questions below. 

ORGANIZATION 
✓ Were the basic sections (Introduction, Conclusion, Literature Cited, etc.) adequate? If not, what is 

missing? 
✓ Did the writer use subheadings well to clarify the sections of the text? Explain. 
✓ Was the material ordered in a way that was logical, clear, easy to follow? Explain. 

CITATIONS 
✓ Did the writer cite sources adequately and appropriately? Note any incorrect formatting. 
✓ Were all the citations in the text listed in the Literature Cited section? Note any discrepancies. 

GRAMMAR AND STYLE 
✓ Were there any grammatical or spelling problems? 
✓ Was the writer’s writing style clear? Were the paragraphs and sentences cohesive? 

CONTENT 
✓ Did the writer adequately summarize and discuss the topic? Explain. 
✓ Did the writer comprehensively cover appropriate materials available from the standard sources)? If no, 

what's missing? 
✓ Did the writer make some contribution of thought to the paper, or merely summarize data or 

publications? Explain. 

Depth of Analysis 40 
Writing and 

thinking go beyond 
restatement of facts 

and demonstrate 
depth through 

formal and 
conceptual analysis 

of artwork 

20 
Writing and 

thinking restate 
facts and 

demonstrate some 
depth through 

formal and 
conceptual analysis 

of artwork 

10 
Writing and thinking 
simply restate facts 
and demonstrate no 

depth through formal 
and conceptual 

analysis of artwork
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Plagiarism Policy: 
If any student writing contains data, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without 
adequate documentation in MLA, the assignment will be issued a grade of ‘zero’, with no further 
opportunity for resubmission. In addition, the student’s name will be reported to the Dean. 
Students who plagiarize may be failed from the course. Furthermore, if an assignment has been 
graded by the instructor and is then discovered to contain plagiarized content, the grade will be 
revoked and replaced with a zero, with no further opportunity for resubmission, and a report will 
be issued to the Dean. 

* The instructor is more than willing to help a student understand what constitutes 
plagiarism, and also how to avoid it through the proper use of MLA citation. If feelings 
of uncertainty regarding citation occur, students are encouraged to contact the instructor 
prior to beginning or submitting any writing assignment. 

* The OWL at Purdue is an excellent website with resources for MLA style and citation: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

Writing Skills: 
As stated in the JCC Catalog, “(c)ollege courses often demand strong writing skills. To ensure 
your success you may receive assistance with your papers, essays, lab reports, documentation of 
sources and other written assignments. Find help to get you started with your writing 
assignments including brainstorming topics, organizing ideas, writing rough drafts, editing, 
proofreading, citing sources and more. Reference materials, encouragement and computers are 
available. Both faculty and peer tutors are available on a drop-in basis or by appointment” (22). 
http://www.jccmi.edu/Success/ 

Academic Help: 
The Center for Student Success is located in Burt Walker Hall Room 123. The Center’s phone 
number is 517.796.8415, and offers free tutoring, a drop-in learning lab, the Writing Center, 
assistance with study skills, time management, online class orientation, homework deciphering, 
and academic advising. 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are 
encouraged to contact the Center for Student Success located in Burt Walker Room 123 or call 
517.796.8415 as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a 
timely fashion. 

Tutoring 

Free tutoring is available for this class as well as most courses at JCC. If you would like to work 
with a tutor please contact visit the Center for Student Success located in Burt Walker Room 123 
or call 517.796.8415. Faculty and student tutors are available to help you succeed in your 
studies. 
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Recommend a tutor 

Did you know JCC employs students to serve as peer tutors? We value your opinion and often 
look to faculty for student tutor recommendations. If you know of a student who excels 
academically and whom you believe would serve other students well, please submit your 
recommendation to Kelley Emerson at EmersonPatriciK@jccmi.edu. Please note, not all 
recommendations will result in hiring. If we do not have a current need for that course we will 
keep their name on file for future semester. 

Late Work: 
Late work is not accepted. 

Total Points Available: 

Percentage calculated as total points earned / total points possible 

Final Grade Breakdown: 
4.0 100-93%  2.0 74-70 
3.5 92-85%  1.5 69-65 
3.0 84-80   1.0 64-59 
2.5 79-75   0.0 58-0 
                                               

Textbook Reading Responses 180

Supplemental Reading Responses 80

Comparative Analysis 210

Schools of Thought FACE OFF 250

Peer Review 75

Museum Field Trip and Essays 100

Research Paper 100

Attendance and Participation 75

Pre-writing essays 80

Total Points Possible: 1150 points possible
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Guide for analyzing art 

• What do you know about the artist?  
• What is the source of the artwork, or: What patron commissioned the artwork and 

why? 
• What do you know about the time, and region in which the artist lived and the art 

was made? 
• What does this tell you about the content of the work of art? 
• What media was used to create the work of art?  
• What style or movement or school does the work of art/artist belong to? 
• What things since the artwork's creation have changed the meaning of the work of 

art? 
• How does your cultural bias change the meaning of the work of art? 
• Is this work of art effective at conveying its intended meaning? Explain why or why 

not? 
• What significance does the work of art have for you as a viewer? 
• How do the principles and elements of design, or formal elements, create meaning in 

of art work of art? (see chart below) 

the six basic design elements:  

the seven major design principles: 

1. Line

2. Shape

3. Value

4. Volume

5. Texture

6. Color

1. Balance

2. Contrast

3. Repetition

4. Movement

5. Emphasis

6. Proportion

7. Economy
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Guide for comparing art 
◦ What are the differences and similarities between the works of art: 
◦ formally? 
◦ conceptually? 
◦ contextually? 
◦ Is there any connection between the creators of the works? If so, describe. 
◦ How are their world views similar and/or different? 
◦ How does the difference in time period or culture affect their approach to art? 
◦ Does one work or another seem more relevant to contemporary culture? If so, why? 
◦ Do the works have meaning beyond the original intention of the artist? If so, what? 
◦ How do the meanings change when the works of art are compared? 
◦ Which work of art has more of an emotional impact? Why? [The questions that you 

generated here should be used in class discussion.]
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