
 

Math 039 Course Syllabus  
 

Instructor: Andrew Faber 

Class Time: TR 6:00 – 8:24, McDivitt Hall, Room 141 

E-mail: faberandreww@jccmi.edu 

Phone:  

Office:  

Office Hours:  

MyMathLab ID:  

Websites: 
   • Lead Faculty YouTube Channel: http://www.youtube.com/priceallisonr 
   • MyMathLab: http://www.mymathlab.com (where assignments and  
      grades are located) 

 
 

Required Materials:  
 My Math Lab Student Access Kit 

 MAT 039 Coursepack and a LARGE 3-ring binder 

 Graphing  Calculator (TI-84  preferred) 

 Internet access is required for this section of MAT 039. Class homework must be completed on 
a computer with internet access.  

 Textbook Zero: The textbook for this course is available online through MyMathLab. 
 

Recommended Materials:  
 Graph paper 

 Ruler or straight edge 

 Pencils, large eraser 
 

Optional Materials:  
 Textbook: Elementary and Intermediate Algebra: Functions & Authentic Applications, 2nd 

edition, Author: Jay Lehmann, Publisher: Pearson  
Note: the e-text is available with your My Math Lab Student Access 

 

Course Description:  Students will build algebraic skills working with expressions and linear and 
quadratic equations. The course particularly emphasizes graphs and equations of lines, factoring 
techniques, methods of solving quadratic equations, and linear and quadratic modeling. 
 
Prerequisite:  by course placement exam. 
 
 

Course Goals: The purpose of this course is to develop a progressive understanding of more basic 
algebraic skills, concepts, and problem solving techniques; to obtain a sense of how 
and why algebra is used, and to be able to relate these problems and use the learned 
problem solving techniques to real life applications.  Great emphasis will be placed on 
understanding of terms, concepts, principles and theories rather than cramming and 
memorization. 

mailto:faberandreww@jccmi.edu
http://www.youtube.com/priceallisonr
http://www.mymathlab.com/


 

MAT 039 Core Course Objectives: 
 

Students completing MAT 039 – Beginning Algebra should be able to: 
1. Simplify basic algebraic and exponential expressions using mathematical processes and symbol 

manipulation. 
2. Use algebraic processes to solve linear, quadratic and literal equations and linear systems of 

equations. 
3. Demonstrate understanding of concepts of linear equations by: graphing a linear equation, 

finding x- and y- intercepts, and finding the slope of a line. 
4. Solve application problems using algebraic processes and procedural techniques. 
5. Demonstrate knowledge of current technology and its uses and/or scientific issues. 

 
 
 

Course Requirements: 
Online Homework:  

 These assignments must be done outside of class time on a computer with internet access at 
MyMathLab (reachable through www.mymathlab.com). 

 There is a homework assignment roughly for each section in the course. 

 Homework will be due every week, on the first class-day of the week. You can check MyMathLab 
for particular due dates. 

 You have an unlimited number of tries to do the homework before you submit it (up until the 
due date). Thus, all of your homework should receive full credit, if you keep trying until you get 
a perfect score.  

 Late submissions will have a 10% penalty applied to any question submitted past the due date. 
Final submissions for each unit must be submitted before the unit or final exam.  

 There are videos available on http://www.youtube.com/priceallisonr  to help you navigate 
completing homework assignments, using the help features, and more 

 

Quizzes: Every other week you will be quizzed on the previous two weeks of material. Quizzes may be 
in class or in the testing lab, at the instructor’s discretion. Notes will not be permitted on any quiz, 
however, depending on the topic, your instructor may provide you with a formula sheet. 
 

Exams: There are no notes on any exam however, depending on the topic, your instructor may provide 
you with a formula sheet. Exams may not be made up except under extreme, well-documented 
circumstances (final determination is made by the instructor – contact me immediately!!) If a make-up 
test is permitted, it must be completed before the exam is passed out to the class (i.e. the next class 
period) or a zero will be given for the exam. 

 
Grading Information:  A 2.0 or "C" is a passing grade. Only courses with passing grades count toward 
graduation. Other colleges transfer in only courses with passing grades. Many financial aid sources, 
including most employers, require passing grades. Additionally, earning less than a 2.0 in a class results 
in being unable to participate in the next level of courses in a discipline which requires this course as a 
pre-requisite. Registering for the next course sequence without passing the pre-requisite course may 
result in you being dropped from that class.  
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Grading Scale: Grading Policy: 

90 -100% 4.0  

85 - 89% 3.5  

80 - 84% 3.0 Online Homework: 20% 

75 - 79% 2.5 Quizzes: 20% 

70 - 75% 2.0 Exams: 40% 

65 - 69% 1.5 Cumulative Final (ch 1-9): 20% 

60 - 64% 1.0  

50 - 59% 0.5  

0 - 49% 0.0  

 
Grades:  Your grades will be available in the “Gradebook” area of MyMathLab. 
 

Intermediate Grading: To comply with college policy and federal regulations you will receive three 
intermediate grades during the semester. The grades assigned are letters with the following meanings: 
                                     

 V: Verifies that you are participating and your work so far has been acceptable 

 H: Means that you are participating, but your work shows that you may require Help in order to 
complete the class successfully. If you receive an H grade, you will be contacted by the Center 
for Student Success (located in 125 Bert Walker Hall) and offered tutoring services. 

 Q: Means that you have quit participating in the course. If you receive a Q grade, you will 
automatically be withdrawn from the course. A Q grade is normally assigned if you have not 
submitted work (classwork, exams, participation, etc.) for two weeks and have not contacted 
your instructor regarding your absences. 

 

Important Dates: Be sure to check out the JCC Academic Calendar for Project Success Day, Holidays 
with no classes, last day to withdraw, etc. at http://www.jccmi.edu/academics/academic_calendar.htm  
 

Extra Credit Policy: There will be no opportunities for extra credit. Your grade is based on your 
performance in class, not on extras.  
 

Absence Policy:  Students are expected to attend all class meetings, arriving on time, and staying until 
the end. We do a variety of in-class activities involving other students and group participation. If 
absence is unavoidable the student is responsible for obtaining the missed lecture notes from another 
student. Please remember that office hours are not a replacement for class time.  
Exams may not be made up except under extreme, well-documented circumstances (final 
determination is made by the instructor – contact me immediately!!) Make-up tests must be taken 
before the exam is passed out to the class (i.e. the next class period) or a zero will be given for that 
exam. 

Incompletes Policy: (Excerpt from JCC Policy) "A student may request an incomplete from the 
instructor. The incomplete will be granted only if the student can provide documentation that his or her 
work up to that point is sufficient in quality, but lacking in quantity, due to circumstances beyond the 
student's control. Furthermore, a written plan for making up the missing work within one semester must 
be completed by the student. Final determination of whether an incomplete will be given is the 
instructor's decision." 
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Academic Honesty Policy: You are encouraged to talk to each other, but all your work must be your 
own. In other words, "group-work" is a great way to learn material, but anything you submit for a grade 
must be done by you - reflecting your own thought processes, not that of someone else. If I suspect you 
of academic dishonesty, I will follow JCC's Academic Honesty Policy and take appropriate action up to 
and including assigning a failing grade for the paper, project, report, exam, or the course itself 
(whichever I deem necessary).  The policy can be seen here: 
http://www.jccmi.edu/studentservices/catalog/2010-2011/Chapt3.pdf  

 

Classroom Behavior Policy: "We know what a person thinks not when he tells us what he thinks, but 
by his actions." - Issac B. Singer 

1. Be Responsible: for your work, for your learning, for your behavior in class, etc. 
 

The online homework and take-home quizzes in particular are going to require great levels responsibility 
on your part. You will need to stay on top of your schedule and your life to make sure that all 

coursework is done in a timely fashion.  
 

2. Be Respectful: of other students, of the instructor, of the material, of yourself... 
 

Turn off your cell phones and pagers, no chewing tobacco, come on time, stay the full time, be prepared 
to answer questions and work together. 

 
3. Contact me immediately if there is a problem: with the course, material, instructor, students, etc. 
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Where to Get Help…

 
MyMathLab: There are videos, extra problems, sample exams, lecture notes, PowerPoint lectures and 
more available in MyMathLab. It’s a great resource! 

Study Plan: Your MyMathLab Study Plan is an excellent source of additional practice problems for each 
section. It will update as you complete regularly scheduled assignments such as the Pre-Test, the 
Chapter Quiz and the Post-Test or by using the Quiz Me option in the Study Plan. Items marked with the 

icon indicate areas that need more study. Items marked with the  icon indicate areas that you 
have mastered.  
 
Lead Faculty You-Tube Channel: (http://www.youtube.com/priceallisonr) The lead faculty’s You-Tube 
channel contains a variety of videos aimed at discussing content, reviewing for course exams, answering 
student questions, etc. This channel is a work-in-progress; please check out the selection already 
available and also consider asking for an additional video to be created in an area for which you need 
additional resources. 

Center for Student Success: The Center for Student Success has tutoring available for free to students 
enrolled in Math 039. You can get help with take-home work, MyMathLab homework, and more.  

Supplemental Instruction Leaders: SI Leaders are available to help you study and to answer your 
questions throughout the course. SI sessions are open to all students of a particular course, regardless of 
whether or not your section has been assigned an SI Leader. The full list of SI sessions can be found at 
https://www.jccmi.edu/supplemental-instruction/.  

Each Other: Get a regular study group. Write down names and numbers of your peers and call on each 
other when needed! 

 
 
  

A few more important comments: 
 
1. How many hours a week will this class take? As it is a 4-credit, 15-week course in a regular 

semester, it is expected that you will spend at least 16 hours a week on this class. Past students 
have warned me to tell you that this is a course that really will take that much time.  

 
2. Getting Help IN MyMathLab!! There are tons of videos, powerpoint lectures, and other items 

ALREADY loaded into MyMathLab under “Multimedia Library”. Don’t be afraid to use them! 
 
3. Getting help WITH MyMathLab!! If you need help with MyMathLab, contact their technical support 

team at 1-800-677-6337 or visit www.mymathlab.com and click the "Support" tab. 
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