COURSE SYLLABUS
CRJ 117/SOC 117
CRIMINOLOGY

Spring 2017

May 22, 2017 – July 9, 2017

Instructor:  Brad Swihart

E-Mail: swihartbradleyj@jccmi.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Provides an understanding of the cultural nature, origin, and development of criminal behavior with attention given to the psychological and sociological factors involved.

This course will attempt to explore the current state of scientific knowledge about crime.  Points of agreement and disagreement between policy-makers and social scientists will be explored.  Theories of crime causation and responses of the criminal justice system will be explored as well.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1.	To survey the major theories regarding crime in society.
2.	To provide a framework for studying criminology.  
3.	To define the areas of criminology and discuss basic concepts.
4.	To examine the nature, extent, and patterns of crime.
5.	To examine and analyze the major forms of criminal behavior.
6.	To examine the criminal justice process, legal concepts, and justice perspectives.

ASSOCIATE DEGREE OUTCOMES (ADO’S)

This class will stress the following essential skills, knowledge, and abilities expected of college educated people.

ADO 4   Demonstrate the ability to examine problems and issues related to the criminal justice system and criminal behavior in particular and employ appropriate critical thinking skills.

ADO7  Demonstrate the ability to think critically.

ADO 8  Demonstrate the ability to make responsible decisions in personal and professional contexts.

ADO 9  Demonstrate the ability to work productively with others, recognizing individual contributions to group success.

ADO 10  Demonstrate an understanding of at least 3 competing theories as applied to the causes, effects and continuation of criminal behavior.

REQUIRED TEXT

Siegel, Larry J., Criminology The Core, Sixth Edition

This text is available from the JCC Bookstore

There is a digital version of this textbook available

Please make sure you have purchased the correct text!


WITHDRAWAL FROM CLASS

See Jackson College website. 

“I” INCOMPLETE GRADE

A student may request an “I” grade from an instructor.  The request for the “I” grade may be granted if, in the opinion of the instructor, the course work is sufficient in quality and quantity to meet course objectives.  All allowed make-up exams must be taken within the prescribed time unless extended by the instructor.

A grade of “I” may be removed by satisfactory meeting the course objectives during either of the next full-length semesters (fall/winter) or at an earlier date specified by the instructor.

If the “I” is not removed by the end of the specified time, the “I” grade will remain as a permanent entry on the student’s transcript, and the student must register and repeat the course to receive a grade and credit for degree and/or transfer purposes.

Please note that purchasing the wrong book, not “getting the grade you want”, going on vacation, not having time to study, etc. are not sufficient reasons to consider an incomplete grade.

 A Message from the Office of Learning Support Services:

“Tutors and additional free services for academic success can be accessed by calling (517) 796-8415 or by stopping by the Center for Student Success, Bert Walker Hall Room 123. Faculty and tutors in the CSS will help you with writing, study skills, test anxiety, math, and reading. Students requiring special assistance (including those affected by the Americans with Disabilities Act) should contact the Center for Student Success. This is the first step in acquiring the appropriate accommodations to facilitate your learning.”

Students with disability who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Center for Student Success at 796-8415 or visit the office, BW 123, as soon as possible. Instructors need documentation from the center in order to comply with accommodations.


Writing Help


·	Writing Fellows: Located in the Atkinson Building, breakout room 107, Writing Fellows can help you on all stages of the writing process including prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and citing sources—no matter what JC class you are enrolled in. You may drop in during their working hours, generally 9-4 Monday through Thursday, or set up an appointment in advance. Students may also submit a draft for review online via the Writing Fellow link in the Student Union on JetNet. Bring or submit a copy of the assignment requirements, work completed on the assignment so far, and writing related questions. 
·	Center for Student Success (CSS) Writing Tutors: located in Bert Walker Hall 125. For more information about the CSS go to http://www.jccmi.edu/success/ 

JC Testing Lab

Occasionally, I have students who find that online testing does not work for them or they have legitimate, excused absences from taking the exam. If you find yourself in this position, I can make accommodations for you to take a pencil and paper exam in our testing center. Please note that no notes or books will be allowed, but there is no time limit. The testing lab is located in the Atkinson Building (library). Their hours are:

Monday      1 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Tuesday    11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Wednesday 1 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Thursday   11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday        10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Saturday    10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

You must have a Driver’s license or State ID in order to take an exam.





TEACHING PHILOSOPHY

This is college and I expect college level work. 

PREPARATION

Flexibility of time is one of the best advantages of a distance learning course. On-line courses allow you to tailor your time to suit your own unique schedule. Time management however, is crucial in order for you to be successful in this course.

·	Just as in a traditional classroom course, my experience has taught me that regular class attendance and keeping up on the reading and assignments is strongly correlated with survival in college. Distance Learning records show that students who submit work on time are also more likely to complete the course than those who delay. In other words, don’t procrastinate!

·	Take out your planning calendar, mark your deadlines and then follow them. No late work accepted or missed exams made up without an extreme, documented excuse. A problem with technology is not an excuse. You must have a backup plan in case your computer crashes or you are unable to access the internet. The ability to access a computer with internet capability and compatible software is required.

·	 It is my recommendation that you plan to do your assignments and take your exams BEFORE the last day they are due. If problems occur, there is time to fix them before the deadline.

·	For help with all technology questions, call 1-888-522-8744 Monday – Friday from 9-5. You can leave a message and they will return your call as soon as possible. 


How much time you spend on this course can really depend on how sharp or how rusty your study skills are. Traditional learning theories suggest students should spend 2 hours outside of the classroom for every 1 hour you spend in class PER WEEK. This course is the equivalent of a 15 week on-campus course where students spend 3 hours a week in class each week. An estimate of study time then, is an additional 6 hours per week. Course work thus requires about 96 hours. Again, I stress to you to plan accordingly.

Please check your email or the “news forum” on the face page of the course each week. By Tuesday of every week I typically send out some of my thoughts on the upcoming chapter topics and may include other announcements that I think need to be noted.


On-line courses are not easier they are just more flexible. I encourage and caution you to remember this as you move into this class.



Academic dishonesty (plagiarism* or cheating) will result in a course grade of 0.0.

·	PLA’GIA`RIZE
Transitive senses: to steal and pass off (the idea or words of another) as one’s own:  use (another’s production) without crediting the source
Intransitive senses:  to commit literary theft; present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source.

·	Consequences/Procedures: Faculty members who suspect a student of academic dishonesty may penalize the student by taking appropriate action up to and including assigning a failing grade for the paper, project, report, exam, or the course itself. Instructors must document all instances of academic dishonesty beyond those of a very minor nature, in writing to the academic dean.

·	The Office of the Academic Deans will record and track students who have been reported as having cheated. If the same student cheats in other courses, the dean will enact sanctions appropriate to level of infraction. The sanction will be selected in consultation with the involved faculty. The Dean can administer consequences up to and including suspension.  

·	Student Appeal Process: In the event of a dispute, all parties should follow the Academic Complaint policy. This policy is presented in Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook and the Master Agreement.

Don’t do it. It isn’t worth it……. Too easy to detect. …..Remember….I have the internet too!!

REQUIREMENTS

There will be four objective tests during the semester. 
Each objective test will cover three to four chapters. Please check JETNET for the schedule.  Each exam will have 50 questions worth 2 points each for a possible 100 points. Total points 400 (4 tests x 100points). The questions will be generated from your text. Testing will be approximately every3 weeks. 

THE EXAMS WILL BE TIMED 1 hour 15 minutes (75 MINUTES).  

They are on-line and can be taken any day of the week they are scheduled. The last day to take any exam is Sunday by 11:55 p.m. of the scheduled week.  AGAIN, I encourage you to not wait until these Sunday night deadlines to take the exam in case of computer difficulties. Remember, problems with technology are not an excuse.

You are only allowed 1 attempt when taking the exam. Once you open the exam, the clock begins. If you attempt to close the exam once you have opened it, the clock DOES NOT stop. Please remember this very important point. Do not open the exam until you are absolutely ready to take it.

We will also have weekly forum/discussions which will be included in your accumulative points for grades.

FORUM DISCUSSIONS
RULES FOR THE CLASS DISCUSSIONS

1.	Participate in 10 online discussions at least three times on each   posted topic. Each individual is required to thoughtfully comment on the subject. You must post your statement in the first three days of the discussion week (Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday) for 5 points. If you post later, your statement will ONLY be graded as a reply.

2.	Students will then react to the opinions of one colleague for 3 points and to a second student for 2 more points. The replies must be on the discussion subject and be done on 2 separate days. In other words, your replies to your classmates must be done on 2 separate days. 

3.	Your comments to your colleagues' statements should be more than "I agree", "I disagree";"Good job!", or something similar.

4.	For maximum points, you must bring arguments to support your position!  It is expected that your replies be complete and thoughtful. Your answers should reflect our chapter readings and/or  you will want to reference outside readings (but make sure you include your sources). Just sighting a reference is not enough. Explain the references and your position on the topic. The postings should be in your own words, not copied from the textbook or other sources.

5.	If you post your statement and replies on the same day, you will not get credit for your statement.

6.	Discussions posted after the due date are not graded.

7.	The topics are in your class schedule on jetnet.

Here is an example of a very good 1st post from a former student in answer to this question:  “What are some of the central issues we face in regard to population and urbanization in the future? What can be done at both the macro and micro levels to lesson these problems?” 

I would award this first post 5/5

Example:

According to the population problem web site there are several items we face related to population and urbanization in the future: 
·	Depletion and dispersal of natural resources increasing pollution
·	Extinction of a shocking number of plant and animal species 
·	Many people living and dying, uneducated, in subsistence poverty, 
·	Global warming. 
http://populationproblem.org/ 
Another excellent example of how population and urbanization’s problem is affecting us can be found in China. China houses 1.2 billion people which accounts for one fifth of the world’s population on seven percent of the land. In 1992 China was responsible for exporting eight million tons of grain. However, in the year 1994 China imported sixteen million tons of grain. As a result, the overall price of rice increase, which in turn made this food staple more expensive, and out of the price range of many in the world (http://www.sixpak.org/vince/overpopulation.html). 
There are several ways in which we can control these phenomenons. For example, China has imposed a tax incentive for families having less than two children. Birth control and family planning are also discussed when attempting to decrease world population. Another way in which we could control population and urbanization is through continuing to promote women. Lastly, through education related to the problems of population growth and urbanization we can expect these outrageous numbers to decrease (http://www.sixpak.org/vince/overpopulation.html). Working women face more difficulties than do stay at home mothers. In Japan the population is expected to decline by as much as 20% in the next fifty years. This is happening for a few reasons. The urbanization of Japan has reduced the number of family farms in which grandparents watched children while the parents worked. Furthermore, a lack of available daycare has forced many women to stay home to raise children.
Here is a “not so good” example of a 1st post:
Some of the central issues we face in population and urbanization in the future is many people are moving out into the country then living in the city. Three quarters of the population of the United States is urbal, and one quarter is rural. Many jobs, stores, and entertainment services are starting to be located in the outer edge cities, then inside the city. So more people are starting to commute to their jobs more. The micro and mico levels to lesson the problems are to fix up places like bussiness or apartments in the city the to build new ones. this will help get more people back into the city.
This post offered no outside references, many spelling and grammatical errors and was not very comprehensive. Out of 5 points I would award this 2/5.
One last comment:  You may work ahead on the exams or paper but you may not post early on the forum discussions. These posts must be done in the week they are noted in.

Research Paper

There will be 1 written assignments for this class. This assignment is worth 75 points.  No late work will be accepted.

 Instructions will be found on the course face page when you click on the assignment.  ALL work MUST be submitted as a Rich Text File (save as RTF) which allows the JCC computers to read your files.  JC computers cannot read WPS so if you have an older computer make sure you do not save in this format.

Grading Rubric for Assignments

The written assignment will be a minimum of 1,300 words. The response will be typed, 12 point font, double spaced, 1 inch margins. I have no preference of format as long as you cite your sources. Minimum of 2 outside resources.

About Wikipedia: I know there is growing support and acceptance for the information contained on Wikipedia, however, I do not consider it a proper source to be cited for these papers or your forum posts. Maybe one day this will change, but that day is not today. 


GRADING POLICY AND PROCEDURES

Each test, discussion and essay assignment will be graded on a 100% basis. No curves or throwing out your lowest score exists. I will be using the following percentages and grade relationship:

550 - 600       	4.0
525 - 549		3.5
500 - 524	          3.0
450 - 499               2.5
425 - 449               2.0
375 - 424               1.5
350 - 374               1.0
225 - 275               0.5
Under 225            0.0


Your final grade will be determined by your 4 objective test grades, the points you receive on your paper and your forum discussion points. 

400 points      4 exams (100pts. x 4)
 130 points     1 Paper 
 70 points      7 forums (10 pts. x 7) 
600 points     Total


Extra Credit Policy: There will be no opportunities for extra credit. Your grade is based on your performance in the class.

The instructor reserves the right to override any disagreement over right answers.

The instructor can change the schedule/format of the class and/or format of the exams at any time during the semester in order to accommodate the class needs.

Intermediate Grading

 To comply with college policy and federal regulations you will receive three intermediate grades during the semester. The grades assigned are letters with the following meanings:

● V: Verifies that you are participating and your work so far has been acceptable
● H: Means that you are participating, but your work shows that you may require Help in order to complete the class successfully. If you receive an H grade, you will be contacted by the Center for Student Success (located in 125 Bert Walker Hall) and offered tutoring services.
● Q: Means that you have quit participating in the course. If you receive a Q grade, you will automatically be withdrawn from the course. A Q grade is normally assigned if you have not submitted work (class work, exams, participation, etc.) for two weeks and have not contacted your instructor regarding your absences.


STUDENT/INSTRUCTOR CONTACT

I am here to help you with your work, and take my role as your professor seriously… and you need to take your role as student seriously as well. I will help you as much as I can, but no more than you help yourself. I set the “bar” high in all my classes, and this one is no exception. Please don’t ever hesitate to contact me with your concerns. Don’t wait until a problem becomes too late to solve.

Please check your email or the “news forum” on the face page of the course each week. By Tuesday of every week I typically send out some of my thoughts of the upcoming chapter topics and may include other announcements that I think need to be noted.

This instructor reserves the right to manage a positive learning environment. Therefore, I will not accept inappropriate conduct in this course. All students, whether enrolled in a “traditional” class or online course are responsible for behaving in a civil, polite manner. There will be times during our forum discussions that you may disagree with another student. That is the beauty of freedom of speech and the collegiate experience. I do expect that if disagreements occur, they will be handled on an intellectual level and not become personal insults or attacks. 

When emailing, PLEASE include the course and section that you are in. I teach multiple courses and multiple sections of each class. It is very time consuming to go through all of my rosters to find the course and section for each individual student.
 Email will generally be the fastest way to reach me but if you call and reach my voice mail, please leave your complete name (first and last) and telephone number, brief reason for the call and the “best time” to contact you. If I can’t reach you, you must call me back. 

 In most cases, I will return phone calls within 48 hours except if you call Friday, Saturday or Sunday. If you do call then, I will return the call Monday or Tuesday. 

While I might respond to your emails on Sat. or Sun., do not expect it.  E-mails will follow the same time lines and considerations outlined above. Depending on the issue you want to discuss, I might ask you to contact me by phone. 

Here are some Criminal Justice links that you may be interested in:

Bureau of Justice Statistics:

www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/

Michigan State Police:

www.msp.state.mi.us/carrer.html

Crime Scene Evidence File:

www.quest.net/crime/   or
www.crimescene.com/

Community Policing:

www.communitypolicing.org

The Corrections Connection:

www.corrections.com/jobpost.html

Links to Criminal Justice Sites:

www.thompson.com.rcenters/cj/links.html#correct

Sex Offender Registration List:

www.mipsor.state.mi.us  or www.familywatchdog.us

Police Academy Information:  Michigan Commission on Law Enforcement Standards:

www.mcoles.org

The Police Officers Internet Directory:

www.officer.com

Michigan Department of Natural Resources:

www.dnr.state.mi.us

Reddit

 http://www.reddit.com
(Sorry, I will not be releasing my screen name J)





