COURSE SYLLABUS
CORRECTIONS LAW 127

Distance Learning Course (3 credits)
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Winter 2017

February 6, 2017 – May 7, 2017

Instructor:  Brad Swihart
E-Mail:  SwihartBradleyJ@jccmi.edu



COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course deals with the law as it applies to the correctional system. Applicable court cases and legislation will be reviewed. Topics will include: The Sources of Corrections Law, The Criminal Justice System, Rights of Prisoners, Civil Lawsuits of Prisoners, How the Law Affects Correctional Employees, and Recent Developments in Corrections. 

.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1.	To offer the student an overview of constitutional law including a survey of the 	1st, 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th, and 14th Amendments.
2. 	To provide an overview of the Criminal Justice System.
3. 	To examine the court process including arrest, arraignment, preliminary 	hearings, trial, sentencing, and appeals.
4. 	To survey the Federal and State court structure and the concept of jurisdiction.
5. 	To study major cases impacting corrections.
6. 	To study Prisoners’ rights and institutional due process.
7. 	To survey Section 42, 1983 concerns including staff negligence and prisoner law 	suits.
8. 	To examine the Rules of Testimonial Evidence and the role of the correctional 	officer in preparing to testify.
9. 	To examine current topics in corrections including: Aids, Ethics and Conduct, 	Boot Camp, Sexual Harassment, and Job Discrimination.
10. 	To provide students with active learning opportunities in the areas of courts and 
	corrections. 

ASSOCIATE DEGREE OUTCOMES (ADO’S)

This class will stress the following essential skills, knowledge, and abilities expected of college educated people.


ADO 7  Demonstrate the ability to think critically.

ADO 9  Demonstrate the ability to work productively with others, recognizing individual contributions to group success.

ADO 10  Understand and respect the diversity and interdependence of peoples and cultures.


REQUIRED TEXT

Corrections Today(Pictured above)
Larry J. Siegel
Clemens Bartollas
2nd Edition 

This text is available from the JCC Bookstore

Please make sure you have purchased the correct text!


WITHDRAWAL FROM CLASS

Last day to withdraw no “w” and refund:  See JCC Website
Last day to withdraw with “w”                : See JCC Website

It is critical that you keep these dates in mind if you decide to withdraw for refunds or a “W”.
If you decide not to complete the course, and do not withdraw, your grade will be determined based on the grades you have earned. This can result in a grade of 0.0.

“I” INCOMPLETE GRADE

A student may request an “I” grade from an instructor.  The request for the “I” grade may be granted if, in the opinion of the instructor, the course work is sufficient in quality and quantity to meet course objectives.  All allowed make-up exams must be taken within the prescribed time unless extended by the instructor.

A grade of “I” may be removed by satisfactory meeting the course objectives during either of the next full-length semesters (fall/winter) or at an earlier date specified by the instructor.

If the “I” is not removed by the end of the specified time, the “I” grade will remain as a permanent entry on the student’s transcript, and the student must register and repeat the course to receive a grade and credit for degree and/or transfer purposes.

Please note that purchasing the wrong book, not “getting the grade you want”, going on vacation, not having time to study, etc. are not sufficient reasons to consider an incomplete grade.

 A Message from the Office of Learning Support Services:

“Tutors and additional free services for academic success can be accessed by calling (517) 796-8415 or by stopping by the Center for Student Success, Bert Walker Hall Room 123. Faculty and tutors in the CSS will help you with writing, study skills, test anxiety, math, and reading. Students requiring special assistance (including those affected by the Americans with Disabilities Act) should contact the Center for Student Success. This is the first step in acquiring the appropriate accommodations to facilitate your learning.”

Students with disability who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Center for Student Success at 796-8415 or visit the office, BW 123, as soon as possible. Instructors need documentation from the center in order to comply with accommodations.





TEACHING PHILOSOPHY
"If you don't read the book or do the work you're going to have a bad time." Image
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PREPARATION

Flexibility of time is one of the best advantages of a distance learning course. On-line courses allow you to tailor your time to suit your own unique schedule. Time management however, is crucial in order for you to be successful in this course.

·	Just as in a traditional classroom course, my experience has taught me that regular class attendance and keeping up on the reading and assignments is strongly correlated with survival in college. Distance Learning records show that students who submit work on time are also more likely to complete the course than those who delay. In other words, don’t procrastinate!

·	Take out your planning calendar, mark your deadlines and then follow them. No late work accepted or missed exams made up without a documented excuse. A problem with technology is not an excuse. You must have a backup plan in case your computer crashes or you are unable to access the internet. The ability to access a computer with internet capability and compatible software is required.

·	 It is my recommendation that you plan to do your assignments and take your exams BEFORE the last day they are due. If problems occur, there is time to fix them before the deadline.

·	For help with all technology questions, call 1-888-522-8744 Monday – Friday from 9-5. You can leave a message and they will return your call as soon as possible. 

How much time you spend on this course can really depend on how sharp or how rusty your study skills are. Traditional learning theories suggest students should spend 2 hours outside of the classroom for every 1 hour you spend in class PER WEEK. This course is the equivalent of a 15 week on-campus course where students spend 3 hours a week in class each week. An estimate of study time then, is an additional 6 hours per week. Course work thus requires about 96 hours. Again, I stress to you to plan accordingly.

On-line courses are not easier they are just more flexible. I encourage and caution you to remember this as you move into this class.

 
Academic dishonesty (plagiarism* or cheating) will result in a course grade of 0.0.

·	PLA’GIA`RIZE
Transitive senses: to steal and pass off (the idea or words of another) as one’s own:  use (another’s production) without crediting the source
Intransitive senses:  to commit literary theft; present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source.

Plagiarism is the easiest way to ruin my day... Remember, I have the Google too...


REQUIREMENTS

There will be five objective tests during this 14 week semester. You may also notice that there are 15 chapters in the book. We will cover them all. Be ready to work. 

We will also have semi-weekly forum/discussions which will be included in your accumulative points for grades.

Each objective test will cover three chapters. Please check JETNET for the schedule.  Each exam will have 60 questions worth 60 points for a possible 300 points total (5 tests x 60 points). The questions will be generated from your text. Testing will be approximately every 3 weeks. 

THE EXAMS WILL BE TIMED 1.5 hours (90 MINUTES).  
They are on-line and can be taken any day of the week they are scheduled. The last day to take any exam is Sunday by 11:55 p.m. of the scheduled week, with the exception of the last exam which will end on Friday, the last day of class. AGAIN, I encourage you to not wait until these Sunday night deadlines to take the exam in case of computer difficulties. Remember, problems with technology are not an excuse.

You are only allowed 1 attempt when taking the exam. Once you open the exam, the clock begins. If you attempt to close the exam once you have opened it, the clock DOES NOT stop. Please remember this very important point. Do not open the exam until you are absolutely ready to take it.



FORUM DISCUSSIONS

RULES FOR THE CLASS DISCUSSIONS

1.	Participate in 10 online discussions at least three times on each posted topic. Each individual is required to thoughtfully comment on the subject. You must post your statement in the first three days of the discussion week (Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday) for 5 points. If you post later, your statement will ONLY be graded as a reply.

2.	Students will then react to the opinions of one colleague for 3 points and to a second student for 2 more points. The replies must be on the discussion subject and be done on 2 separate days. In other words, your replies to your classmates must be done on 2 separate days. 

3.	Your comments to your colleagues' statements should be more than "I agree", "I disagree";"Good job!", or something similar.

4.	For maximum points, you must bring arguments to support your position!  It is expected that your replies be complete and thoughtful. Your answers should reflect our chapter readings and/or  you will want to reference outside readings (but make sure you include your sources). Just sighting a reference is not enough. Explain the references and your position on the topic. The postings should be in your own words, not copied from the textbook or other sources.

5.	If you post your statement and replies on the same day, you will not get credit for your statement.

6.	Discussions posted after the due date are not graded.

7.	The topics are in your class schedule on jetnet.

8.	You are REQUIRED to have AT LEAST ONE outside source to support your 	forum posts.  I do not accept unsupported declarative statements.

Here is an example of a very good 1st post from a former student in answer to this question:  “What are some of the central issues we face in regard to population and urbanization in the future? What can be done at both the macro and micro levels to lesson these problems?” 

I would award this first post 5/5

Example:

Original forum question:

Should hate crimes be punished more severely than crimes motivated by greed, anger, or revenge? Why should crimes be distinguished by the motivations of the perpetrator? Is hate a more heinous motivation than revenge?

Very good 1st response:

I think that it is pretty difficult to decide which crimes should be punihed more heavily: hate crimes or greed, anger, and revenge-motivated crimes. If one looks at the basics of each type of crime, it might help decide. Hate crimes are crimes that are caused due to the hatred of the potential victim's ethnicity, sexual orientation, political views, etc; whereas crime that are motivated by anger, greed, and revenge are just as they are called: crimes motivated by the criminal's greed, anger, or revenge. In my opinion, hate crimes are worse crimes than the crimes that are motivated by emotions such as greed and revenge; however, I am not quite sure if more severe punishments are the right thing to do. Although this is an extreme scenario, a mass murder of several random people would more than likely carry the same punishment as the murder of several African-Americans, for example. I am not sure how much more sever the punishment can get than the several life-in-prison sentences, or even captial punishment, the murderer would receive. Again this is an extreme scenario, and I do not expect something like this to answer the question as a whole. Although the first instinct is to answer the first question as "yes," it does require quite a bit of thought and discussion. After thought on this topic, I believe that it is only the right thing to punish more severely the people who commit hate crimes. This must be within reason, however. For instance, a Palestinian who commits a hate-driven murder against an Israelite, or a Jew, should not be punished more than domestic terrorism. Both are bad crimes, but simply because one is hate-driven does not make it a worse crime than the other. If they were on equal ground, so to speak, then yes, the hate crime would prevail in being the worse crime and receiving the more severe punishment.

Hate is, in my opinion, more heinous than revenge in terms of crime motivation. By committing a hate crime, one is committing crime against another based on his or her opinions, traits, ethnicities, etc. With revenge, one is committing crime against another because a person did something to him or her. The way I see it is with revenge, you have a reason (although crime is still a very bad thing); with hate, there is no reason. Hate crimes have no valid reasons. "I don't like black people, so I'm going to key this guy's car" is not a valid reason to commit that crime. I do not believe that one can have a legitimate reason to commit crim to begin with, but hate crimes are far "over the line." Sometimes, hate crimes and revenge-driven crimes are hard to distinguish. As stated onhttp://www.civilrights.org/publications/hatecrimes/arab-americans.html, in January of 2009, Mohammed Al Hadi, a Memphis store clerk, was murdered. On the same day he was murdered, another Middle-Eastern man was murdered. One must ask: is this hate or is this coincidence? In this case, the deaths were considered robberies, rather than hate crimes. This seems rather controversial, although very hard to find the truth in only two incidents. If there were more reporting and more evidence found that supported the fact that these crimes were hate crimes, then they should be considered that and the assailant should be punished as seen fit. Hate, in general, is often more violent and destructive than revenge motivated crime. Adolf Hitler, for example, killed people, mostly Jews, because he hated them, not because they did anything to him. Revenge often does not get to a scale such as the one set by people such as Adolf Hitler and Saddam Hussein. Most well-known hate crimes are much more heinous than the well-known revenge-driven crimes in history.

Very good 2nd response:

I agree that hate crimes should be punished more severely than crimes motivated by greed, anger, or revenge. Being that hate crimes are crimes in which a person hates a characteristic regarding the potential victim, it only makes sense to punish these crimes more severely. Ever since we began school, or even before then, we have been taught to avoid hatred. As we mature, we learn not to discriminate and hate other people because of their differences. We have been taught these values on more than one occasion which gives the people no excuse stating, "I never grew up with those values." I am 100% aware that these teachings will not eliminate hatred; neither will any other method. Hate crimes do seem to be increasing around the world, and more specifically, in America; however, it may be, in part, due to the false-interpretation of the crimes. Sometimes it is difficult to determine whether or not a crime is a hate crime, which is why it might be bad to impose tougher penalties for the crimes. For instance, a white man murders two black men in one night. In this particular scenario, the murderer lives in an area with a high Hispanic population and is known for his gratuitous violence. Would this scenario be considered hatred? It is simply too difficult to tell as there would not be enough evidence to prove that there was any hate in the murders; however, some people might think that because he killed two black men, he killed them based on their race. Either conclusion could be true; but many people seem to choose the latter in a scenario like this, which might be why hate crimes are seemingly high. Also, as you stated, homosexuals are targeted as well. What I am worried about with the hate crimes is that they might become severe to the point that stating an opinion will get one in trouble. As many people know, gay marriage is a very big topic. It would not be fair to send someone to jail for simply disagreeing with something such as gay marriage. Although I agree with increasing severity of hate crime punishments, I do not know how much it will affect the rate of hate crime.

Very good 3rd response:

Although I personally believe that hate crimes should carry more severe punishments than others, I see your point in your post. Many people believe that since hate crimes are motivated by the hatred of one person to another race, group, opinion, etc., these crimes should be punished more. They believe that it only makes sense. I like how you believe that a crime is a crime no matter what it is motivated by. As I have pointed out in my post, it is sometimes difficult to determine the motivation behind a crime. Not having different punishments for different motivations would eliminate the risk of someone being punished more harshly than they actually deserve. If hate crimes had more severe punishments, a person could be charged more severely for the hate crime even if it wasn't motivated by hatred. So, I like your point in this post and think it is really one to consider seeing as a system of different punishments for hate crime might just become more confusing than it's worth. As you stated, murder is murder. There should not be a different punishment for that.

Not so good 1st response:

I think hate crimes should be punishable with sever consequences so should crimes of revenge and gread.  Any act of murder should be punishable with the most sever consequences regardless of the reason.  We have discussed before how no matter how severe you make a punishment for a crime, it won't stop crime from happening.  While I wish we could bring down hate crime statistics, I don't think it will happen soon.  I have a lot of friends who are gay.  In 2011, hate crimes against the gay community was the highest it has been in 15 years (http://www.wikpedia) I believe that hate crime is more heinous than revenge, because hate crimes usually are geared towards a group; such as by race, gender or sexual prefarence.   A person that murders someone over a pair of shoes has less thought into the crime than a person who is say, a 'KKK' member.

This post offered no acceptable outside references, many spelling and grammatical errors and was not very comprehensive. Out of 5 points I would award this 1/5.

Not so good 2nd response:

I agree with you.  All crimes regardless of the reason should be punished, but hate is definitely more of a 'personal' thing.  I think we need to start educating our youth a lot earlier than we have in previous years about not hating others because of race, sexual preference, etc.

Not so good 3rd response:

I agree. Hate, revenge, greed - it's all fueled by anger and should be punished as such



You must do the forums only in the week they are due. Do NOT work ahead on these forums. You may work ahead on any other work (exams and papers).


ASSIGNMENTS

There is one (1) written assignment for this class worth 100 points each. It will be a persuasive essay. 

More information on the assignment will be posted on the course website.
 
If I can't open your assignment then I can't read it. If I can't read it, then I can't grade it.  I have a zero tolerance policy when it comes to assignment submissions. Rich Text Format (RTF) is the safest way to ensure that I will be able to read your paper.  Though I will accept any format that I can open with nominal effort, just be safe and submit them in RTF format... 


Grading Rubric for Assignments


The written assignment will be a minimum of 2,000 words. The assignment will be typed, 12 point font, double spaced, 1 inch margins.

CATEGORY
“A” Range
“B” Range 
“C” Range
“D” Range 
Not Passing
Focus or Thesis Statement
The thesis statement names the topic of the essay and outlines the main points to be discussed. Points=30-28
 
 PTS_______
The thesis statement names the topic of the essay, but it could be stated more precisely or clearly. Points=26-24
 
PTS_______
The thesis statement outlines some or all of the main points to be discussed but does not name the topic. Its wording may lack clarity. Points= 22-20
PTS________
The thesis statement does not name the topic AND does not preview what will be discussed. Points= 18-16
 
PTS________
Lack of Thesis Points= 14-0 PTS________
Evidence and Examples
All of the evidence and examples are specific, relevant and explanations are given that show how each piece of evidence supports the author\'s position. Points=30-28
 
PTS______
Most of the evidence and examples are specific, relevant and explanations are given that show how each piece of evidence supports the author\'s position. Points= 26-24
 
PTS______
At least one of the pieces of evidence and examples is relevant and has an explanation that shows how that piece of evidence supports the author\'s position.
 Points= 22-20
 
PTS______
Evidence and examples are NOT relevant AND/OR are not explained. Points= 18-16
 
 
 PTS______
No real evidence or support throughout the paper.
 Points=14-0
 
 
 
PTS______
Sequencing
Arguments and support are provided in a logical order that makes it easy and interesting to follow the author\'s train of thought. Points= 20-18
 
 PTS______
Arguments and support are provided in a fairly logical order that makes it reasonably easy to follow the author\'s train of thought. Points= 16
 
PTS______
A few of the support details or arguments are not in an expected or logical order, distracting the reader and making the essay seem a little confusing. Points=14
PTS______
Many of the support details or arguments are not in an expected or logical order, distracting the reader and making the essay seem very confusing. Points= 12
PTS_______
Paragraph structure and coherence lacking.
 
Points= 10 and below
 
 
PTS______
Audience
Demonstrates a clear understanding of the potential reader and uses appropriate vocabulary and arguments. The paper is written in a voice appropriate to an academic audience (not too informal). Points=10 PTS______
Demonstrates a general understanding of the potential reader and uses vocabulary and arguments appropriate for that audience. Points=8 PTS______
Demonstrates some understanding of the potential reader and uses arguments appropriate for that audience. Points=6 PTS______
It is not clear who the author is writing for. Points=4 PTS______
Points=1 PTS______
Grammar & Spelling
Author makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. Points=10 PTS______
Author makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. Points=8 PTS______
Author makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. Points=6 PTS______
Author makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. Points=4 PTS______
Points=1-0 PTS______
 


About Wikipedia: I know there is growing support and acceptance for the information contained on Wikipedia, however, I do not consider it a proper source to be cited for these papers or your forum posts. Maybe one day this will change, but that day is not today.
  

Grading Policy and Procedures

Each test, essay assignment and discussion will account for 100% of your final grade. No curves or throwing out your lowest score exists. I will be using the following grade relationship:

450 - 500               4.0
425 - 449	       3.5
400 - 424	       3.0
350 - 399               2.5
300 - 349               2.0
250 - 299               1.5
200 - 249               1.0
150 - 199               0.5
Under 150             0.0

Your final grade will be determined by your 5 objective test grades, the points you receive on your assignments and your forum discussion points. 

300 points      5 exams (60 pts x 5)
100 points      Final persuasive essay 
100 points      10 forums (10 pts. x 10)

A 2.0 or “C” is a passing grade. Only courses with passing grades count toward graduation. Other colleges transfer in only courses with a 2.0 or “C”. Many financial aid sources, including most employers, require passing grades. Additionally, earning less than a 2.0 in a class results in not being able to participate in the next level of courses in a discipline which requires this course as a prerequisite. If you attempt to register for the next course sequence and have not passed the prerequisite course, you will be dropped from that class.

The instructor reserves the right to override any disagreement over right answers.

The instructor can change the schedule/format of the class and/or format of the exams at any time during the semester in order to accommodate the class needs.

STUDENT/INSTRUCTOR CONTACT

I am here to help you with your work, and take my role as your professor seriously… And you need to take your role as student seriously as well. I will help you as much as I can, but no more than you help yourself. I set the “bar” high in all my classes, and this one is no exception. I am demanding, but fair. I am intolerant of laziness, but empathetic to those who honestly work hard and need help. I think you will find me willing to do whatever I can to help you learn. Please don’t ever hesitate to contact me with your concerns. Don’t wait until a problem becomes too late to solve.

Please check your email or the “news forum” on the face page of the course each week. By Tuesday of every week I typically send out some of my thoughts of the upcoming chapter topics and may include other announcements that I think need to be noted.

I will have a positive learning environment. Therefore, I will not accept inappropriate conduct in this course. All students, whether enrolled in a “traditional” class or online course are responsible for behaving in a civil, polite manner. There will be times during our forum discussions that you may disagree with another student. That is the beauty of freedom of speech and the collegiate experience. I do expect that if disagreements occur, they will be handled on an intellectual level and not become personal insults or attacks. 

Also, this is college and I am your Professor.  So when contacting via email I expect a certain level of formality in your correspondence.  This means a proper salutation, followed by a well written and thoughtful question, ending in a courteous closing.  I reserve the right to not respond to emails that sound like text messages from a junior high student. 



Here are some Criminal Justice links that you may be interested in:

Bureau of Justice Statistics:

www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/

Michigan State Police:

www.msp.state.mi.us/carrer.html

Crime Scene Evidence File:

www.quest.net/crime/   or
www.crimescene.com/

Community Policing:

www.communitypolicing.org

The Corrections Connection:

www.corrections.com/jobpost.html

Links to Criminal Justice Sites:

www.thompson.com.rcenters/cj/links.html#correct


Sex Offender Registration List:

www.mipsor.state.mi.us  or www.familywatchdog.us

Police Academy Information:  Michigan Commission on Law Enforcement Standards:

www.mcoles.org

The Police Officer's Internet Directory:

www.officer.com

Michigan Department of Natural Resources:

www.dnr.state.mi.us

Reddit! (No, you can't have my screen name)

http://www.reddit.com/r/law/


Do the work.  Participate.  Study hard.  I'm looking forward to this semester and hope that you all enjoy yourselves here!


