
History of American Popular Music	
MUS 132	

Winter 2017	!!
Course Overview	

Number of Credits: 3	

Day/Time: M & W /  8:50 a.m. - 10:24 a.m.	

Location: Camden-Frontier	

!
Professor:	

Robert A. Livingston	

Office Hours: By Appointment	

Email: livingsroberta@jccmi.edu	

!
Course Description:	

Explore the development of popular music in America with focus on the musical, social, and 

economic influences of commercial music in a historical context.	

!
Course Goals:	

To gain an appreciation and understanding of the role of American popular music. To recognize 

specific musical styles, genres, and performers, and to understand the evolution of musical 

elements and styled of American popular music. To increase understanding of American cultural 

history by studying the influence of popular music.	

!
Textbook:	

Popular Music in America: The Beat Goes On, 4th Edition, Michael Campbell.	

!
Tests:	

There will be two tests, a midterm and a final, covering the major topics discussed in class and 

the reading. The final test will cover the entire semester.	

!



Papers:	

Students will write 2 papers during the semester. In each paper students will cover a specific 

band or musical artist of their choosing, and will discuss the development of their career, the 

style of music they play, and other ideas related to the ideas discussed in class. The first paper 

will cover a band/artist from before 1955 (pre-rock and roll), and the second paper will cover a 

band/artist from after 1955.	

!
Other Assignments:	

Other homework assignments will be given periodically throughout class. These may include 

worksheets/study-guides, and online material.	

!
Expectations:	

Classroom Behavior: Students are expected to be considerate and respectful to others. 	

Cell phones are to be turned off during class, and laptops/tablets may only be used for note 

taking. Any disruptive behavior will result in being dismissed from the classroom.	

!
Participation: Students are expected to participate in class discussions. Students should read 

materials and be familiar with listening examples before class begins.	

!
Grading:	
Tests: 30%	
Papers: 20%	
Assignments: 50%	!
Grading Scale	
94-100 = 4.0	
89-93 = 3.5	
84-88 = 3.0	
78-83 = 2.5	

72-77 = 2.0	
66-71 = 1.5	
60-65 = 1.0	
55-59 = 0.5	
Below 55 = 0.0  !!

This syllabus is not a contract. The instructor reserves the right to modify it if needed.


