
HPF 173 Sports Matter (01) 
Winter 2017 

 
Instructor:  Nancy Van Hoozier     Email: vanhooznancya@jccmi.edu 
Class Days and Time: Tuesday & Thursday, 3:00 – 4:23 pm   Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 3:00-4:23 pm 
Location: James McDivitt Hall (science building), Rm 209 
 

Course Description: 
Students examine the changes and challenges in the field of sport and exercise today for the individual and society, 
including ethics and values, gender, ethnicity, leadership and politics. (three (3) credits). Prerequisite: ENG 085 
 

Textbook: 
Coakley, J. (2015).  Sports in Society:  Issues and Controversies, 12e.  Boston:  McGraw Hill Publishers. 
 

NOTE: A copy of the textbook has been placed on reserve in the library for your convenience.  
 

Performance Objectives: 
This course is structured to help you to explore and become familiar with the following: 

 

 

Objectives 
 

Assessment(s) 

Understand the role of sport in society Class discussions, Chapter quizzes 

Recognize sport as a societal institution Class discussions, Sportography, 
Chapter quizzes 

Acquaint the student to the different social/cultural institutions that intersect with 
sport 

Class discussions, Chapter quizzes 

Acquaint the student with historical and contemporary issues of sport in reference 
to race, gender, ethnicity, religion, class and cultural identity 

Class discussion, Film, Chapter quizzes 

Understand the statuses people occupy related to sport, e.g., athlete, fan, coach, 
parent of an athlete, and a consumer of sport related material such as athletic 
equipment, television time, books, and magazines, beer and other advertised 
commodities 

Class discussion, Worksheets, Chapter 
quizzes 

Analyze how the social structure (social patterns such as ideologies, values, laws, 
informal norms, and methods of social control) influences sport and how sport 
influences the social structure 

Class discussion, Title IX, Chapter 
quizzes 

Discuss social policy that could be carried out to address problems in sport at the 
local, national, and international levels 

Position Paper 

Discuss social policy that should be carried out to address problems in sport at the 
local, national, and international levels 

Position Paper 
 

 
Summary of Topics: 
Sociology of sport  Gender   Politics   Commercialization 
History of Sport   Age   Title IX   Religion 
Ability    Violence   Media    Sexuality 
Race and ethnicity  Class   Deviance  Global issues  
 
EVALUATION 
Sportography           100 points 
This project is designed to provide you with first-hand experience of examining and assessing the impact that sport and 
physical activity experiences have on your life in different social contexts. It is a chance to assess and show how personal 
biography’s can reveal much about the social impact of institutions.  For this investigation you will describe your own 
personal involvement or non-involvement in physical play, informal games, fitness and organized sports.   
 

Your sportography should identify your personal experiences related to family relationships/dynamics, friends, school, 
teachers, coaches; key moments (at least one negative and one positive moment); intense memories; your current situation 
and anticipated future.  The goal of this assignment is to be critically self-reflective as you remember, describe, and analyze 
your sport experiences, the contexts in which they occurred, and the impact they had on you and others who were 
involved. 
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Sportography: A Guide to Writing About Your Experiences 
Think back to your early experiences (ages < 5 years, 6-10 years, 11-14 year, 15-18 years, > 19 years) of playing physical 
games and sports and describe them in terms of when they occurred, the context in which they occurred, and what was 
going on in your life as they occurred. How were those early experiences related to your age, social class, race or ethnicity, 
family, sexual orientation, religion, and neighborhood or community?  When children first play sports or not play sports 
through childhood, they do so in connection with ideas about themselves, about their bodies, and about the meaning of 
their experiences. Where did these ideas come from during your childhood (ages 4-12)? How did they influence the 
patterns of your experiences and the emotions that accompanied them? Have they changed in your life since age 12? How 
have they influenced your experiences since childhood up to the present time? 
 

Opportunities to play sports and the character of sport experiences often are different for boys and girls and for children 
from different racial or ethnic groups and from different social class backgrounds. Write about how gender, race/ethnicity, 
gender, sexual orientation, religion and social class influenced the sports you did or did not play as a child. Have factors 
related to gender, race-ethnicity, sexuality and social class influenced your experiences through your life to the present?    
 

Many young adults say that without their parents, they never would have had the opportunity to play sports as a child or 
adolescent. Explain the ways that your parent(s) or guardians encouraged/facilitated or discouraged/interfered with your 
sport participation. Were there differences between the support provided by your mother and the support provided by 
your father?    
 

Your concluding paragraph should describe what you anticipate in the future with respect to sports in your life, how that 
future is connected with your past experiences and what may be occurring in your life in the future.  
 

Formatting for the paper will be as follows: one inch margins, 12 point font, Times New Roman, double spaced, 7 pages 
 

Quizzes         (14 quizzes x 20 pts.) 280 points  
Chapter tests will be over lectures and assigned readings.  Quizzes are take home - open book and open note so it is 
essential for you to have access to a textbook. Provide ample time to complete the quizzes. Take home exams might give 
the impression that the assignment will be easy to finish. Do not be deceived. These quizzes will require you to know 
recognize and make conclusions regarding the course material. Fifteen quizzes will be assigned. Your lowest quiz will be 
dropped and will not be figured into your final grade. 
 

Position Papers         (2 papers x 25 pts.)  50 points   
Position papers are opinion papers that are supported with corroborating evidence. You will be given the opportunity to 
persuade an audience on a particular issue that relates to this course. Your essay will require you to demonstrate 
knowledge of both sides of the issue in order to formulate a well-rounded, argument supporting your stance on your topic. 
This will present a challenge because most social issues have multiple solutions. Additional details pertaining to this 
assignment will be in class. Here is the basic structure of your APA style position paper: 

 An introduction 

 Identification of the issue 

 Position statement 

 The body 

 Background information 

 Supporting research or evidence 

 Discussion of your position as well as the opposing views 

 A conclusion 

 Suggested solutions or courses of action  

 A Bibliography 

 Five credible sources (Wikipedia is not considered an academic resource) 
 

Sport Memento Show and Tell         20 points 
You are to identify a sport memento that has significant meaning or importance to you. It can be a personal item from your 
own career or an item that has purpose to you to for one reason or another. You will share the item and its story with the 
class during our final class meeting. 
 

Grading Scale: 
Grades will be assigned based on the percentage of total points received for the semester.  94-100% = 4.0, 88-93% = 3.5, 
82-87% = 3.0, 76-81% = 2.5, 70-75% = 2.0, 64-69% = 1.5, 58-63% = 1.0, 52-57% = 0.5, <52 = 0.0 
 



 Student Responsibilities: 

 Complete reading assignments when assigned so you can fully participate in class discussions. 

 No electronic devices are allowed in class. Make sure your cell phones are turned off and stored in your backpack 
before class begins.  

 Ask questions if you don’t understand an assignment or need clarification on an issue. 

 This class will deal with some sensitive topics. We will address these topics in an academic manner. Please be 
respectful of other viewpoints. And remember sometimes it is best to ‘agree to disagree’. 

 
Makeup Policy: 

 All assigned work is to be handed in at the beginning of the class period it is due. No late work will be accepted 
without prior permission of the instructor. No late assignments will be accepted unless it is an excused absence – 
cases of emergency, serious illness (must be accompanied by a medical excuse), unsafe driving conditions (off 
campus residents only).  Planned activities such college-sanctioned events do qualify as an excused absence, but 
your assignment is still due on the day it is assigned.  If your circumstance does not fall within the given list you are 
encouraged to discuss your situation with me.  
 

Academic Honesty Policy: 
Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work and not representing 
others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so.   
 
Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. Plagiarism includes but is not 
limited to:  

 Submitting other's work as your own 

 Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without adequate  
documentation 

 Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work without acknowledging that one 
is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism)   

 
Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. Cheating includes, but is 
not limited to:   

 Plagiarizing in any form 

 Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 

 Copying  

 Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 

 Altering graded work 

 Falsifying data 

 Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

 Allowing your work to be submitted by others 
 
Student Resources: 
Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the 
office of Learning Support Services at 787-0800, extension 8270/8553 as soon as possible to ensure that such 
accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Schedule 
 

Reading assignments should be read prior to class meetings on the dates indicated below. Make sure to make note of 
homework due dates.  

Class 
Meetings 

Reading Assignment(s) Homework Due 

Week 1: 
 

1/17/17 Welcome and Introduction 
Chapter 1 (C1): The Sociology of Sport: What Is It and Why Study It?  

 

1/19/17 The Real Olympics  

Week 2: 
 

1/24/17 The Real Olympics Quiz #1, Chapter 1 Due 

1/26/17 C2: Producing Knowledge About Sports in Society: How is 
Knowledge Produced In the Sociology of Sport? 

Quiz #2, Chapter 2 Due 

Week 3: 
 

1/31/17 C3: Sports and Socialization: Who Plays and What Happens 
to Them? 

Quiz #3, Chapter 3 Due 

2/2/17 C11 Sport and the Economy: What Are the Characteristics of 
Commercial Sports? 

Quiz #4, Chapter 11 Due 
2/5/17 Watch Super Bowl 

Week 4: 
 

2/7/17 Super Bowl Discussion  

2/9/17 C12: Sports and the Media: Could They Survive Without Each 
Other? 

Quiz #5, Chapter 12 Due 

Week 5: 
 

2/14/17 C5: Deviance in Sports: Is It Out of Control? Quiz #6, Chapter 5 Due 

2/16/17 Doping for Gold  

Week 6: 
 

2/21/17 C6: Violence in Sports: Does It Affect Our Lives? Quiz #7, Chapter 6 Due 

2/23/17 Position Paper Discussion Position Paper #1 Due 

Mid-Semester Break 
No Class 

Tuesday, February 28 or Thursday March 2 

Week 7: 
 

3/7/17 C7: Gender and Sports: Is Equity Possible? Quiz #8, Chapter 7 Due 

3/9/17 Article: Are Athletics Making Girls Masculine? A Practical 
Answer to a Question Every Girl Asks by Dudley A. Sargent, M.D. 

 

Week 8: 
 

3/14/17 C8: Race and Ethnicity: Are They Important in Sports? 
Article: Crimes Against Humanity by Ward Churchill 

Quiz #9, Chapter 8 Due 

3/16/17 ESPN’s 30 for 30 – The 16th Man  

Week 9: 
 

3/21/17 C9: Social Class: Do Money and Power Matter in Sports? Quiz #10, Chapter 9 Due 

3/23/17 Schooled  

Week 10: 
 

3/28/17 C10: Age and Ability: Barriers to Participate and Inclusion? Quiz #11, Chapter 10 Due 

3/30/17 Murder Ball   

Week 11: 
 

4/4/17 Position Paper Discussion Position Paper #2 Due 

4/6/17 C13: Sports and Politics: How Do Governments and Global 
Political Processes Influence Sports? 

Quiz #12, Chapter 13 Due 

Week 12: 
 

4/11/17 Miracle On Ice  

4/13/17 C4: Sports for Children: Are Organized Programs Worth the 
Effort? 

Quiz #13, Chapter 4 Due 

Week 13: 
 

4/18/17 C15: Sports and Religion: Is It a Promising Combination? Quiz #14, Chapter 15 Due 

4/20/17 The Gospel According to Mac  

Week 14: 
 

4/25/17 Share Sportography  Sportography Due 

4/27/17 C16: Sports in the Future: What Do We Want Them to Be? Quiz #15, Chapter 16 Due 

Week 15: 
 

5/2/17 C16: Sports in the Future: What Do We Want Them to Be?  

5/4/17 Sport Memento Show and Tell  
 

Note: the course syllabus and course schedule is subject to change by the instructor. Students will be notified of 
any changes. 


