Jackson College
Introduction to World Religions
Philosophy 243.01 - Winter 2017

COURSE INSTRUCTOR:  	Brad Hicks	
	
	Course:		Mondays, 6:00 to 8:45pm
	Contact Info:		hicksbradleyn@jccmi.edu
	Office Hours:		Before and After each class 
			
OFFICIAL COURSE DESCRIPTION   
	
	The course will provide students with a global perspective on the human religious 	experience through an introductory examination of the beliefs and practices of 	the world's largest religions:  Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, and 	Buddhism.

REQUIRED COURSE TEXT   

Experiencing The World's Religions, Michael Molloy (5th or 6th Edition)
	There will be additional (free) readings and videos assigned.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 		

Student Learning Outcome 1: At the end of instruction, the successful student 	should 	be able to define important terminology and discuss factual information
regarding concepts, beliefs, values and principles related to each religion. 

Student Learning Outcome 2: At the end of instruction, the successful student should be able to describe the important historical and cultural factors that helped shape the teachings and practices in each religion. 
	
	Student Learning Outcome 3: At the end of instruction, the successful student
	should be able to explain the nature of and relationship between the Divine, the	universe, and humankind (a worldview) for each religion. 

	Student Learning Outcome 4: At the end of instruction, the successful student
	will have read portions of the sacred scriptures associated with each religion and
	be able to identify specific styles, genres, themes, authors, and purposes for 	these scriptures...with additional application to contemporary issues and topics.  

DETERMINATION OF COURSE GRADE 			
	
	Reading Analyses		5 @ 20 points		100 points			
	Charity Report			1 @ 40 points		40 points	
	Worldview Essay		1 @ 20 points		20 points
	Two Exams			2 @ 100 points	200 points		
	Participation / Attendance				40 points			
									    Total:  400 points

THE GRADING SCALE     	
	100%-92%	4.0        			368 to 400 points				
	91%-86%	3.5 			344 to 367 points
	85%-81%	3.0      			324 to 343 points                 	      	
	80%-76%	2.5			304 to 323 points
	75%-71%	2.0               		284 to 303 points
	70%-66%	1.5       		264 to 283 points
	65%-60%	1.0	         		240 to 263 points
	Below 60% 	0.0    			below 240 points	


READING ANALYSES		2+ PAGES, TYPED (DOUBLE-SPACED)

	For each religion we study, I will provide readings from sacred scriptures.  I will
	ask you to analyze the truths presented in the readings.  This is not an 	assignment that asks you to summarize the reading but to identify truths, 	principles, values, ethics, morals and ideals in the passage.  Your final paragraph 
	asks you to apply the identified truths to your life and/ or your culture.


CHARITY REPORT			SEE OUTLINE FOR PROMPTS (TYPED)

A theme among our religions is charity to others.  I am asking you to research a charity of your choice.  Pick a charity that represents a topic or people group that interests you.  You will write a summary of your research.  Please refer to the "top ten list" of items to include in your report.


WORLDVIEW OUTLOOK		SEE OUTLINE FOR PROMPTS (TYPED)
	As we consider the perspectives that shape the way our religions "view the 	world", I am asking you to provide your worldview in a written report.  Your report 	will address your "view" about:   God, Truth Sources, The Human Condition - 	Problem, The Human Condition - Solution, Life Principles to live by, and Death 	and the Afterlife.  Please consult the handout for questions you may consider 	under these headings.  Your assignment is due at the end of the course so that 	you can consider what our religions have to say about these topics.  

TWO EXAMS

	Exams are generally multiple choice, matching and short answer.  We do not 	have a cumulative final exam.  Studies suggest that handwriting increases the 	incorporation and memory of materials.  I suggest taking handwritten notes from 	the textbook and from the class. Concentrate your notes on key people, key 	events, key principles, key vocabulary and key factors associated with our 	worldview indicators.  This should prepare you for the exams.  A study guide will
	be provided before each exam.  It acts as a checklist of testable materials.



OUTLINE OF COURSE CONTENT AND SEQUENCING

January 16		Introduction and Basic Worldview Structures and Themes

January 23		Hinduism

January 30		Hinduism

February 6		Buddhism		Reading Analysis for Hinduism Due

February 13		Buddhism

February 20		Unit Exam 

February 27		Spring Break

March 6		Monotheism		Reading Analysis for Buddhism Due

March 13		Judaism

March 20		Judaism

March 27		Christianity		Reading Analysis for Judaism Due

April 3			Christianity

April 10		Islam			Reading Analysis for Christianity Due

April 17		Islam

April 24		Ethics, Extremism 	Reading Analysis for Islam Due
			and End Times	

May 1			Unit Exam 		Charity Reports and Worldview Essays Due


COMPUTER POLICY
Computer use in classrooms has proven to be less helpful than taking handwritten notes.  Also, it has proven to be a distraction to students sitting around computer users.  To limit distractions, computer users will need to sit in the back row of the classroom.
 
DISABILITY STATEMENT
Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact me and Jackson College Student Services as soon as possible to better ensure that helpful accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.  I am a former rehabilitation specialist and am open to helping students succeed in a variety of ways.



STUDENT ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
	Let me briefly note two ideals to uphold in this course.  The first is integrity.  I expect that you will publish your own work and, where appropriate, cite sources (and not plagiarize).
	The second ideal is respect.  In this class, we will be discussing ideas and beliefs that may be owned by students in the classroom.  We will refrain from making derogatory statements about beliefs and ideas.  In speaking respectfully, we will also refrain from cursing and profanity.

	CLASS ATMOSPHERE
      In general, this is a class that thrives on learning from each other as well as the learning we gain from our religious sources.  There will be times for listening and also times for talking.  Please listen with an ear for how the class material can be applied to concepts and issues today.  Please note:  laughter is welcome throughout this course.  As we switch back and forth between listening and talking, we will need to make some transitions quickly (with a respect for time).  Excessive noise (snacks, talking) will not
	be tolerated.  If an unproductive environment persists, I reserve the right to dismiss students for the evening.   

	SCHEDULING CONCERNS FOR JACKSON COLLEGE
	
		GRADING
			January 24, 2017
			February 13, 2017
			March 20, 2017

		WITHDRAWALS
			Drop without a "W" by January 26, 2017
			Drop with a "W" by April 27, 2017
			No longer able to drop after April 28, 2017
			

