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COURSE INSTRUCTOR:   Brad Hicks  
 Class Hours:   Monday Evenings, 6pm to 8:54pm  
 Contact Info:  hicksbradleyn@jccmi.edu 
 Class Info:  Room 170, J. Whiting Hall   
   
OFFICIAL COURSE DESCRIPTION   
 The course will provide students with a global perspective on the human religious 
 experience through an introductory examination of the beliefs and practices of 
 these world religions:  Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam. 
  
REQUIRED COURSE TEXT   

Experiencing The World's Religions, Michael Molloy (6th Edition) 
 There will be additional readings and videos assigned. 
 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES    
 

Student Learning Outcome 1: At the end of instruction, the successful student 
 should  be able to discuss terminology, concepts, and principles related to the 
 discipline of religious studies and world religions.  
 

Student Learning Outcome 2: At the end of instruction, the successful student 
should be able to describe the important historical and cultural factors that 
formed the context of the teachings and practices in Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. 

  
 Student Learning Outcome 3: At the end of instruction, the successful student  
 should be able to explain the views on the nature of and relationship between the 
 Divine, the universe, and humankind in each Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, 
 Christianity, and Islam.   
 
 Student Learning Outcome 4: At the end of instruction, the successful student  
 should be able to evaluate the similarities and differences among the lives of the  
 founders and key religious figures of the above religions when applicable and  
 compare their ideas about moral and ethical behavior.  
 
 
DETERMINATION OF COURSE GRADE     
 Essays (4 @ 25 points)    100 points  
 Worldview Outlook p/ Religion    
  (5 @ 20 points)     100 points  
 Exams (4 @ 100 points)    400 points 
 Charity Project (2 @ 25 points)    50 points 
 Participation - Attendance    50 points    
 
 



THE GRADING SCALE       
 100%-92% 4.0       640 - 700 points     
 91%-86% 3.5    600 - 639 points  
 85%-81% 3.0                         565 - 599 points  
 80%-76% 2.5    530 - 564 points  
 75%-71% 2.0                495 - 529 points 
 70%-66% 1.5          460 - 494 points  
 65%-60% 1.0              420 - 459 points 
 Below 60%  0.0         
 
THREE ESSAYS AND YOUR WORLDVIEW:   3 pages, double spaced  
 As we discuss our religions, I want you to be on the look out for “truths” that you  

can apply to your life.  In other words, I'm asking you to be aware of principles or 
practices that may have merit for your life though you may not be a believer or 
adherent to that particular religion.  In your introductory paragraph, you should 
identify and explain the subject or truth that interests you.  The rest of the essay 
should be your thoughts about how this "truth" may be helpful to you, to your 
peer group or to society as a whole.  This is an essay that asks you to interact 
with a subject and not to summarize the class material on the subject.  Your 
three religion essays must reflect "truths" from three of the five religions we 
study:  Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  With the 
completion of each religion's discussion, you will have two class periods to 
complete an essay. 
 

  Your fourth essay will be your summary of your worldview.  Each religion will 
 provide a "worldview" or way to view the world.  By the end of the course, you  

  will turn in a three page essay of how you view the world using the worldview  
            elements that are included in this syllabus.   
 
WORLDVIEW OUTLOOKS        
 Using the "worldview indicators" included in this syllabus, you will provide a brief 
 summary of a religion's distinctive elements as it relates to:  God, Sacred 
 Sources, The Human Condition, Ethics - Ideals, and Death - Afterlife.  Each 
 factor should be briefly described in one paragraph.  Your worldview summary 
 will also serve as good study guides for exams.   

CHARITY PROJECTS 
A theme(s) among our religions is charity to others or, in other words, leaving the 
world a better place.  You will research a local charity and a global charity of your 
choice.  You will write a summary of your research as well as a paragraph 
regarding your reasons for choosing this charity. Please refer to the attached "top 
ten things to know" list for the factors to be included in your reports. 

 
FOUR EXAMS 
 Exams will generally be multiple choice, matching and short answer.  We do not 
 have a cumulative final exam.  Studies suggest that handwriting increases the 
 incorporation and memory of materials.  I suggest taking handwritten notes from 
 the textbook and from the class. Concentrate your notes on key people, key 
 events, key principles, key vocabulary and key factors associated with our 
 worldview indicators.  This should prepare you for the exams.  A study guide will 
 be provided before each exam.  It acts as a checklist of testable materials. 



CHARITY PARTICIPATION OPTION 
 For those who may want to volunteer at a charity, we can discuss an alternative 
 framework for your grade determination.  As a substitute for the charity projects, 
 a commensurate amount of time (8 hours) can be spent at a charity, with a 
 reflection paper required upon completion of the volunteer experience.  I must 
 approve of your submitted proposal before February 1, 2016.   
 
OUTLINE OF COURSE CONTENT 
 I have not stated a set of readings for each class, as I expect you to be reading 
 each world religion's chapter as we work through the outline below.  A general 
 rule of thumb is to read 50% of the material in preparation for the first class of a 
 religion and the last 50% of the chapter for the second class designated for that 
 religion.  The Religion's Worldview Summary is an assignment to be completed 
 as you  read the chapter. 
  
January 18  Introduction and Basic Worldview Structures 
   Molloy Chapter One - Introduction 
 
January 25  Hinduism 
 
February 1  Hinduism    Hinduism Worldview Due 
 
February 8  Buddhism 
  
February 15  Buddhism / Taoism   Hinduism Essay Due  
 
February 22  First exam / Begin Monotheisms Buddhism Worldview Due 
 
February 29  Spring Break     
 
March 7  Judaism    Buddhism Essay Due  
 
March 14  Judaism / Christianity   Judaism Worldview Due 
 
March 21  Christianity    Judaism Essay Due 
 
March 28  Christianity    Christianity Worldview Due 
 
April 4   Second Exam / Begin Islam     
 
April 11  Islam     Christianity Essay Due 
      
April 18  Islam     Islam Worldview Due 
 
April 25  Religious Ethics and Extremism Islam Essay Due 
        Charity Projects Due 
 
May 2   Final Exam and Your Personal Worldview Summary Due 
 
 



COMPUTER POLICY 
Computer use in classrooms has proven to be less helpful than taking handwritten 
notes.  Also, it has proven to be a distraction to students sitting around computer users.  
To limit distractions, computer users will need to sit in the back row of the classroom. 
  
DISABILITY STATEMENT 
I worked as a medical case manager for more than a decade and assisted adults in 
coping with and overcoming their disabilities.  If you have a concern that may limit your 
ability to thrive in this class, please feel free to speak with me and/or the Student 
Services office here on campus.   
 
STUDENT ACADEMIC INTEGRITY     
Let me briefly note two ideals.  One, integrity.  I expect that you will uphold the ideals of 
doing your own work, not plagiarizing other peoples' work and being honest with your 
classmates and me in all discussions and endeavors.  Two, respect.  In this class, we 
will be discussing religious, and sometimes, political points of view that people hold dear 
in their hearts, minds and souls.  Our classroom conversations must be respectful.  Also, 
please refrain from cursing.                                                                                       
 
OTHER                                                                                          
In general, this is a class that will thrive on conversation, laughter and group reflection.  
There will be times for listening and times for talking.  As we switch back and forth, we 
will need to make those transitions (quiet to noisy, noisy to quiet) with due speed and 
respect for the limited time we have each night.  Excessive noise (talking out of context, 
food items, phones and more) will not be tolerated.  If unhealthy classroom behavior 
persists, I reserve the right to dismiss students.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Charity Research or Individual Project – Top Ten List 
 
As you write your reports for each chosen charity, please use this “Top Ten List” to 
complete a thorough review of your charities.  Some elements do not require written 
paragraphs but merely highlighting important information.  Some elements may require 
more than one paragraph to address the requested concerns, 

 
1. Basic Contact information:   Headquarters and Website  
     Volunteer contact information  
     Location where volunteers serve. 
 
2. Mission Statement – Quote the organization 
  Why should I care? 
 
3. The economic, political, medical or social (or other) reasons why this charity is 

 needed.  Why hasn't the problem been solved or resolved yet? 
 
4. General Summary of Services        
  What?  Who?  Where?  How?  How many?     
 
5. Target Areas – areas where volunteers will likely serve 
  How are these activities accomplishing the big picture goals? 
 
6. Challenges to overcome or Special Needs 

With a little bit of research, explain what obstacles or challenges exist  
for the charity itself.  For example, some charities may be operating in  
war torn areas or dealing with governments that steal resources or  
dealing with a public that may not care  or be aware of the needs. 

 
7. Your reasons for choosing the charity 
 
8. How classmates in “Jackson, Michigan” can truly make a difference?  

 How are we not all a "drop in the ocean"? 
  This is your opportunity to excite the reader of your report. 
 
9.   Charity rating site:  What do they say about financial accountability and overall 

 services?    (CharityNavigator.org) 
 
10. Do a search of your charity to see what other sources are saying about your 

charity...news reports, volunteer ratings, etc... Try to find one source to quote.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Worldview Factors - A Cosmology or Narrative of Life in the Making 
 
 Theism - Do you believe in God or some "Reality" that has influence over your life? 
           If yes, be specific about your understanding of this Being?  If no, be specific 

          about a disbelief and what, if anything is your main source of belief:   
          science, intuition, philosophy, money, etc... 

 
 Sources of Truth and Revelation - Epistemology is generally defined as a concern for 

          what you truly know and how you truly know it.  In our religious studies,  
          we have considered the role of religious texts and their core teachings. 

           What are your sources for truth and what are their core teachings? 
 
 The Human Condition (Fall or Failings) - Our religions teach us that humankind has  

          some basic weaknesses that distract and detract from the hope and  
          promise of the good life.    What is your understanding of the basic problem 

           with humankind? 
 
 The Human Condition (Rehabilitation or Salvation) - Given your understanding of the 

          basic problem inherent in humankind, what is the solution to this problem.   
          How can we overcome our basic misgivings to know the hope and promise 

           of a good life? 
 
 Idealism - Our religions provide "ideals" in the form of principles or truths that should  

          lead us and guide us down the path toward happiness and well-being.  In  
          our religions, these ideals are considered more "real" than physical reality. 

           Another angle?  What in this world is most, the most, worth-while or worthy  
          of your worth-ship, worship, or humble submission?  

 
 Ethics (and Politics) -  Prescriptions and prohibitions are teaching tools that keep us  

          from missing an ingredient in the formula for a good life.  In our religions,  
          these noble truths and commandments are often distilled down to one or  
          two principles.  How do you receive or derive your ethics?  What might be a 
          summary principle?  What might this imply about your politics? 

 
  Death and Eternity - We see a narrative where the future determines our present.   

          What do you believe about life after death?  Who goes beyond death?   
          Why do some go beyond death?  Why do none go beyond death?  What  
          does this say about how one ought to live in the present?  

       


