
SYLLABUS Writing Experience 131.83   Fall     2015  

  Jackson  College / Hillsdale    (517-437-3343)    Room 16     8 – 9:48   
  Tuesday & Thursday    September  29 – December  17                      
  Instructor:  Emily Gaynor                  Email: gaynoremily@jccmi.edu 

Course Description:   This is an intensive course.  Narrative and descriptive modes are stressed.  Basic research 
strategies are introduced.  An end-of-semester portfolio is required.  Students engage the writing process, study the 
impact of the rhetorical situation on communication choices, and are introduced to academic research strategies while 
completing units of memoir, profile, and report genre study.   The course requires participation in discussions, course 
activities, and guided peer review.  Developing ability to apply Modern Language Association (MLA) style and 
conventions to written assignments is expected.  Standard English grammar and structures are requisite skills in this 
course. 

Associate Degree Outcomes:    English 131 course goals and objectives incorporate specific Associate Degree 
Outcomes (ADOs) established by the JC Board of Trustees, administration, and faculty.  These goals are in concert with 
four-year colleges and universities and reflect input from the professional communities we serve.  ADOs guarantee that 
students achieve goals necessary for graduation credit, transferability, and professional skills needed in any certification 
program.   The ADOs and course objectives addressed in this class include the following: 

 Writing clearly, concisely and intelligibly (Developing), ADO # 1 and                                     
 Working in small groups (Developing), ADO # 9 

Performance Objectives:   Correlating with the above ADOs, students are expected to develop proficiency in the 
 areas listed below.     

Critical thinking, reading, and writing processes        
 Practice active reading strategies         
 Identify and contextually evaluate assumptions, points of view, stylistic choices,  and implications born 
 of reasoning        
 Offer informative feedback on others writing in peer review sessions     
 Use genres to navigate complex rhetorical challenges       
 Distinguish one’s own ideas from those of others 
 Practice metacognitive reflection       
Rhetorical knowledge and conventions          
 Use genre specific strategies, voice, tone, and perspective to achieve rhetorical    
 goals            
 Recognize conventions of writing distinctive to specific disciplines     
 Employ Modern Language Association (MLA) style in academic writing 
 Write in Plain Style    
Electronic Equipment           
 Use Microsoft Word to compose, revise and save documents      
 Locate research material collected from electronic sources including library databases and other 
 electronic networks and internet sources 
 Use college learning management system        
    

 Materials Needed:  Writing Today (Third Edition) ISBN 9780134272412     
 Authors:     Richard Johnson-Sheehan   & Charles  Paine                
 Access to a computer, printer,  and a back-up source                        
 Pocket folders  2-3                    
 Notebook                
 Pens - black or blue (no pencil) 

mailto:gaynoremily@jccmi.edu


 

Instructor Role:   My goal is to encourage clarity, conciseness, and intelligibility in written submissions, whether daily 
assignments of formal essays.  Although I will organize the scheduling of group work, students are expected to produce 
innovative, original ideas for discussion.   

Student Role:   Independent and Collaborative 

 Student success relies on the ability to plan, prepare, study, and engage phases of the 
writing process, to apply global and local essay strategies, critical thinking skills, research 
strategies, and peer response skills.  

 Students will create four essays.  Essays will be accompanied by a title page and, when 
sources are used, a Works Cited page.   Specific page lengths will be defined in essay 
assignments. 

 Students will apply active reading strategies to assigned course materials and can expect to 
encounter grammar skill and sentence structure reviews.  

 Students need to plan to spend at least nine (9) hours a week on the course, including 
assigned reading, collaborative discussions, and individualized writing. 

 Regular attendance is vital to active participation in this class.  Any in-class assignments or 
quizzes cannot be made up. A point deduction will be taken on other late assignments, but 
these must be turned in within the week assigned.  Peer reviews and Portfolios must be 
turned on the dates due.  

 Required on all assignments in the upper left-corner:   Name                          
          Date     
          Title and/or author   
          Page number          
Handwritten assignments will be accepted if written legibly in black or blue ink. 

 The four major two-three page essays must be submitted in 12-point font, double spaced, 
with one-inch margins.  These major essays must also have a cover page with title, audience, 
and purpose. 

 

Course Components and Grading:    

  Four  2 - 3 page formal essays should include these elements:                                                                              
 Outline=5pts,   Peer reading=20pts,   1st Version=20pts,    Final version=55 pts 100 x 4   400 pts  

 Assignments, both in class and homework, will be assessed   5 – 20 pts    270 pts      
 Group presentation – each student will be given an individual grade      15 pts       
 Essay presentation – students choose one essay from their portfolio to read to the class    15 pts 
 Portfolio - edited essays with no less than 10 pages of text according to JC guidelines  300 pts   
   (Include a  writing self-evaluation on completion.)  TOTAL             1,000 pts     

 Grading Scale:   As required by JC, the conversion chart below shows the corresponding points to the grade 
 equivalent. 

 930 – 1000 pts (93% -100%) 4.0   700 – 759 pts (70% - 75%) 2.0                                       
 880 -    929 pts (88% -  92%) 3.5   640 -  699 pts   (64% - 69%) 1.5                                               
 820 –   879 pts   (82%  - 87%)     3.0   570 -  639 pts (57% - 63%) 1.0                          
 760 -    819 pts (76%  - 81%) 2.5   500 -  569 pts (50% -  56%) 0.5 



Only 2.0 or above is a passing grade.                                                    
Incomplete  Grades:   In accordance with JC’s policy, only students who have demonstrated good standing in the class 
and hold a passing grade at the time of an extenuating circumstance that precludes completion of the class will be 
considered.  Documentation validating the circumstances may be required. 

The JC faculty reports  each student’s progress through the HQV grade process. 

 H indicates the student is not doing acceptable work and needs Help to be successful. 

 Q indicates the student has not attended and the instructor believes he/she has officially withdrawn (Quit).  As a 
result of a “Q” grade, the student will be dropped from the class. 

 V indicates the instructor Verifies that the student is attending.             
  

 Grading dates for this class:  Grd 1  10/4/2015        
     Grd 2  10/19/2015        
     Grd 3  11/13/2015        
 Other important Information: Refund/drop no w by:  10/6/2015      
     Drop with w             by: 10/7/2015      
     Withdraw last day by:  12/9/2015      
               
      

Academic Honesty:   This class follows JC’s Academic Honesty Policy which can be found on the JC website 
(http://www.jccmi.edu/policies/Academics).  All work submitted in this course will be written by the student whose 
name it bears.  Outside sources, which are required on the final essay, will be cited according to MLA guidelines.  Failure 
to credit another person’s words is plagiarism. This may result in a failing grade and/or dismissal from Jackson College. 

 

Courteous behavior is expected at all times. 

The student is responsible to talk directly with the instructor about matters related to 
attendance, missed work or special needs required to complete assignments. 

This syllabus is subject to change by the instructor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


