
HIS 232.40: Development of the U.S. from the Civil War 

Instructor: Leigh Ann Voulgaris 

Lecture: Mon, Wed, 11:00 - 12:26, W J Maher (North) Campus, Rm 122 

Email: VoulgarLeighA@jccmi.edu 

Course Dates: September 9, 2015 - December 21, 2015  

About the Course 

HIS 232 is an introductory level college course that explores the history of the United States 
from post-Civil War Reconstruction to the end of the twentieth century.  This course aims to 
familiarize students with this period of American history through a variety of perspectives, 
including politics, economics, society, and culture.  Students will learn to analyze historical 
events through both primary and secondary accounts as well as recognize the relationship 
between the past and the present.  The content of the course will follow the narrative account of 
American history as detailed in the course textbook (see section on Course Texts below). 

Associate Degree Outcomes for the course are as outlined on the History Department website 
(found at http://www.jccmi.edu/Academics/behavioralsciences/HIS/docs/HIS232_syllabus.pdf): 

“ADO 5: Understanding human behavior and social systems 
Students will learn to: 
• Recognize factors that determine and govern human behavior. Distinguish between individual 

and external factors. 
• Understand the methods of analysis and interpretation used by historians to explain events 

and the role of personality in history 
• Understand the connection between the economic, social, and political systems in the entire 

human history (specific in US history) 
• Understand two social and political systems (British and American) and the limitation of each 
• Characterize the evolution of the "American character" by analyzing the combination of 

influences, such as various traditions, environmental conditions, and opportunities. 

ADO 7: Critical Thinking 
Students will learn to: 
• Recognize need for questions and for questioning. 
• Distinguish between fact, opinion and inference in reading primary and secondary sources. 
• Identify the nature of bias in both primary and secondary historical sources. 
• Recognize how the context of information can be manipulated to impact conclusions.” 

Course Texts 

The textbook for the course is America: A Narrative History, Vol. 2 (Brief Ninth Edition, 2013) by 
George Brown Tindall and David Emory Shi. The ISBN is 13: 978-0393912678 or 10: 
0393912671.  It is available at the Jackson College Bookstore and can be bought (new and 
used) or rented.  The textbook is also available in an Ebook format at the publisher’s website: 
http://books.wwnorton.com/books/detail.aspx?ID=4294973559. 

http://www.jccmi.edu/Academics/behavioralsciences/HIS/docs/HIS232_syllabus.pdf


Further resources and assignments can be found on the course book website for students: 
http://wwnorton.com/college/history/america9/brief/. 

Weekly Assignments 

In order to prepare for class each week, students are expected to read 1-2 assigned chapters 
from the course book as well as 1-2 selected primary source readings.  On JetNet, I will post 
discussion questions to go along with the reading from the course book which will then be 
discussed in class.  The primary source reading and accompanying analytical questions will be 
selected from the book website for students with a direct link provided on JetNet.  Students will 
fill out the questions on paper and hand them in to me by the end of each class; late 
assignments will not be accepted.  Students will discuss their answers during class time but are 
expected to hand in their own work.  Additional assignments will be given in class where 
appropriate.   

Tests 

Every third week of class there will be a short test over key information from the course book.  
Each test will contain 10 true/false questions and 10 multiple choice questions.  I will provide 
students with a list of terms and concepts that they should study before the test.  All students 
are expected to be in class on a test day.  However, if a student is absolutely unable to be in 
class for a test, they are responsible for informing me so that other arrangements might be 
made.  If a student misses a test and does not inform me of the reason for their absence or 
consult me on the matter of making up the test, that student will receive a failing grade (0 points) 
for that test.  

Presentation 

Each student is required to give a 10 minute in-class presentation on an American historical 
figure (no presidents please!) of his/her choosing.  The presentations will take place throughout 
the duration of the course; in this way, the historical figure should be a contemporary of the 
historical period discussed in class that day.  For example, a presentation on Jane Addams 
would be given during a class that covers the Progressive Era.  Presentation dates are assigned 
and students are responsible for choosing their own subject.  A powerpoint is encouraged but 
not required. 

Research/Bibliography Project   

In order to develop historical research and citation skills, each student is required to submit a 
bibliography on the same subject as their presentation.  The bibliography should be written in 
Chicago Style and contain citations of four books, four articles, four websites, and two to four 
primary sources.  Students do not need to use all of these sources in their presentations, but 
are encouraged to use as many as possible.  We will spend some class time going over how 
and where to find these sources as well as the correct use of Chicago Style. 

  



Grading System 

Class participation, assignments, and tests will be graded on a point scale.  The points listed 
below represent the maximum number of points that can be achieved in each of the course 
components: 

Class assignments = 5 points each 

Class participation = 5 points per class 

Presentation = 30 points 

Write-Up = 30 points 

Tests = 20 points each 

Points earned will be converted into an overall percentage and equivalent GPA for the course: 

4.0  90-100% 

3.5  85-89% 

3.0  80-84% 

2.5  75-79% 

2.0  70-74% 

1.5  65-69% 

1.0  60-64% 

0.5  50-59%   

How I will determine points for assignments and participation: 

Weekly class assignment points are determined by timeliness of submission, effort and 
thoughtfulness demonstrated in the assignment’s completion, and overall accuracy of the work.  
I will accept a late assignment up to two days after the in-class due date which may be 
submitted to me by email; late assignments can only earn a maximum of 4 points.    

4-5 points:  The responses are thoughtful and clearly explained with a high degree of accuracy.  
        Responses are in the student’s own words and not copied out of the textbook or  
        other reading.  All questions/parts of the assignment have been completed. 

2-3 points:  The assignment is not entirely completed and/or some responses are not clearly  
        explained, do not make sense, or are inaccurate.  Part of the responses are in the  
        student’s own words but much has been copied from the reading.     

0-1 points:  The assignment is incomplete or the responses have been entirely copied from the  
        reading.  The responses do not make sense, are predominantly inaccurate, or have  
        been written lazily without thought. 



Students will be awarded 5 out of the possible 10 weekly participation points simply by being on 
time and present for the entirety of each class.  The remaining participation points (5 maximum) 
are determined by meaningful contribution to class and group discussion.   

4-5 points:  The student is engaged and contributes to class discussion with thoughtful   
        responses.  The student actively works with other students during small group  
        discussions and activities.  It is clear that the student has come to class prepared.  

2-3 points:  The student does not regularly engage with the class and rarely contributes to  
        discussion.  The student does not do all of his/her part in small group discussions  
        and activities, letting others do the majority of the work. The student has done little  
        preparation for the class. 

0-1 points:  The student never contributes to class discussion or small group discussion or  
        activities.  The student makes no effort to engage with the class.  

Center for Student Success 

For those individuals who need additional help to be successful in this class, the Center for 
Student Success (link: http://www.jccmi.edu/success/ ) offers a variety of free support services 
for students.  A schedule for free drop-in tutoring sessions by course is available on the CSS 
website.    

Class Schedule 

Reminder: Check JetNet for weekly assignments, additional readings, important reminders, and 
other materials.  Class discussion questions will also be posted on JetNet so that students may 
prepare them ahead of time. 

The readings listed for each week are to be completed BEFORE CLASS.  For example, Chapter 
22 of the textbook should already be read by the time class meets in Week 4.  If the readings 
are not done before class, students will be unable to fully engage with the lecture, discussion, 
and assignments.   

Week 1 (Sept. 9) 

Chapter 17 - Reconstruction: North and South 

Week 2 (Sept. 14, 16) 

Chapter 18 - Big Business and Organized Labor; Chapter 19 - The South and the West 
Transformed 

Week 3 (Sept. 21, 23) 

Chapter 20 - The Emergence of Urban America; Chapter 21 - Gilded Age Politics and Agrarian 
Revolt; (Mon.) Test: Chapters 17-19 

http://www.jccmi.edu/success/


Week 4 (Sept. 28, 30) 

Chapter 22 - Seizing an American Empire 

Week 5 (Oct. 5, 7) 

Chapter 23 - “Making the World Over”: The Progressive Era 

Week 6 (Oct. 12, 14) 

Chapter 24 - America and the Great War; (Mon.) Test: Chapters 20-23 

Week 7 (Oct. 19, 21) 

Chapter 25 - The Modern Temper 

Week 8 (Oct. 26, 28) 

Chapter 26 - Republican Resurgence and Decline 

Week 9 (Nov. 2, 4) 

Chapter 27 - New Deal America; (Mon.) Test: Chapters 24-26 

Week 10 (Nov. 9, 11) 

Chapter 28 - The Second World War 

Week 11 (Nov. 16, 18) 

Chapter 29 - The Fair Deal and Containment 

Week 12 (Nov. 23) 

Chapter 30 - The 1950s: Affluence and Anxiety in the Atomic Age; Test: Chapters 27-29 

Week 13 (Nov. 30, Dec. 2) 

Cont. Ch. 30; Chapter 31 - New Frontiers: Politics and Social Change in the 1960s 

Week 14 (Dec. 7, 9) 

Cont. Ch. 31; Chapter 32 - Rebellion and Reaction: The 1960s and 1970s 

Week 15 (Dec. 14, 16) 

Cont. Ch. 32; Chapter 33 - A Conservative Realignment: 1977-1990;  Research/Bibliography 
Project due Dec. 16 

Week 16 (Dec. 21) 

Cont. Ch. 33; Test: Chapters 30-33 



Note:  Although I will do my best to follow the course plan as outlined above, I reserve the right 
to make changes to the syllabus when necessary and appropriate. 

Jackson College Academic Honesty Policy 

All students enrolled in this course are expected to conduct themselves with academic integrity 
and to adhere to Jackson College’s Academic Honesty Policy.  Neither cheating nor plagiarism 
will be tolerated; any work that has been found to be a product of cheating or plagiarism will be 
given a failing grade and reported to the Office of the Academic Deans. 

The following is quoted from the college’s Academic Honesty Policy (found at http://
www.jccmi.edu/policies/Academics/Policies/1004.pdf): 

“Academic Honesty is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own 
work and not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so. 
Plagiarism is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources.  

Plagiarism includes but is not limited to: 
• Submitting other's work as your own 
• Using data, illustrations, pictures, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources 
without adequate documentation 
• Reusing significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own prior work 
without acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work (self-plagiarism) 

Cheating is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. 
Cheating includes, but is not limited to: 
• Plagiarizing in any form 
• Using notes/books/electronic material without authorization 
• Copying 
• Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 
• Altering graded work 
• Falsifying data 
• Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 
• Allowing your work to be submitted by others”

http://www.jccmi.edu/policies/Academics/Policies/1004.pdf

