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COURSE DESCRIPTION

The  purpose  of  this  course  is  to  study  the  origins  and development  of  Western civilizations  from
ancient times through 1555.  Political, social, economic, social, philosophical, religious, scientific, and
artistic trends and developments will be explored and discussed.  Writing skills and the use of historical
evidence will be especially emphasized.  Class participation in discussions is strongly encouraged.

The origin and development of western civilizations has profoundly influenced the course of human
history.  Yet what does Western civilization mean?  How has the West interacted with the rest of the
world, including Africa and Asia, during this period?  To what degree has this interaction influenced the
ways in which people live today?  Our course will examine these questions and themes throughout the
term.  Welcome to the class!

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Upon completion of this course, the successful student will be able to:
1. Develop analytical (critical thinking, reading and writing) skills.
2. Analyze and understand major themes in Western civilization through 1555.
3. Place key events, individuals and ideas in historical context.
4. Analyze the cultural contributions from diverse world traditions that have shaped Western identities.
5. Evaluate the Western experience within the global context.
6. Understand the historian's craft and in so doing be able to identify the key interpretive historical
debates.

REQUIRED TEXT

Marvin Perry, Western Civilization:  A Brief History, volume 1 (Eleventh Edition)
ISBN-13: 978-1-305-09159-7 ISBN-10: 1-305-09159-0

Documents to be distributed in class

REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING

Your final grade will  be based on three examinations (100 points each), an out of class essay to be
assigned later in the term (also worth 100 points), and attendance.  All written requirements must be
submitted to succeed in this course.  Attendance is required throughout the semester.  Absences above
four unexcused class sessions will result in five point deductions per day.   Points may also be deducted
for behaviors which are disruptive to learning in the classroom.  HIS 131 uses the standard four point
grading scale.  

http://www.jccmi.edu/


TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS

9-8           Introduction to the course 

9-10      Prehistorical trends and developments.  Text, chapter 1

9-15                 Mesopotamia and first civilizations, chapter 1

9-17, 22              Egypt, chapter 1

9-24, 29              The Hebrews, chapter 2

10-1                FIRST EXAMINATION

10-6, 8                 Greece, chapter 3

10-13, 15            Rome, chapter 4

10-20, 22         Christianity, chapter 5

10-27, 29             The fall of Rome and the Byzantine Empire.  Please finish above readings.                 

11-3                      SECOND EXAMINATION

11-5, 10               Islam, chapter 6

11-12, 17            Medieval Europe, chapters 6 and 7.  PAPERS DUE NOVEMBER 17

11-19, 24             The Renaissance, Protestant Reformation, and Counter Reformation, chapter 8  

12-1, 3, 8             European transformation and colonization, chapter 9

12-10, 15            The Enlightenment, chapter 10

12-17                 Review

12-21                  FINAL EXAMINATION

ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY

The JCC Academic Honesty Policy outlines the behavior expected from students and teachers.  This
policy and others are contained in the campus policy manual and can be found in the college catalog or
by  clicking  on  http://www.jccmi.edu/policies/Academics/Policies/1004.pdf.  This  is  an  important
college policy and it affects how your work is graded. Especially read about plagiarism, as most people
misunderstand this problem.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in the class are encouraged
to contact Jackson College immediately so that accommodations can be arranged.  Students requiring
special assistance (including those affected by the Americans with Disabilities Act) should contact the
Center for Student Success in Federer C in Potter Center or by calling 796-8415.


