
ENG 254.01 Children's Literature, Fall 2015 
Wednesdays, 6-9:07 pm, JW 203 
Instructor: Martha Petry        Email: petrymarthaj@jccmi.edu        Phone: 517-796-8530    
Office: WA 226   Office Hours: 3-4 MW, 9:30-12:30 TR, after class, and by Appointment 
 
Course Description:  “Students survey the various genres of children’s literature from a critical 
point of view. Course emphasizes developing student competency in oral reading and 
presentation of children’s literature.”    Prerequisite:  ENG 131 
 
Text: Literature and the Child, Lee Galda and Lawrence Sipe, 8th Edition, ISBN: 978-1-133-60207-1 
 
The Course: This course examines outstanding children's literature and explores ways to introduce 
literature to young readers. The course provides a comprehensive, activity-based literature 

program for children at the preschool, primary, and junior high school levels. The first part of the 
course gives a historical overview of children’s literature and the social and cultural forces 
that have influenced it. The second part of the course addresses ways to develop 
responsive readers and a literature-based curriculum. The third part of the course 
examines the many genres of children literature and best teaching practices in using 
children’s literature. Often we work in small groups as we read and share with each other 
hundreds of literary works for children. 
 
Course Objectives, Student Outcomes, and Assessment Criteria for ENG 254 
     (These course objectives mirror the Skills and Behaviors, described in ADO 5—Aesthetics) 

1. Meaning/Understanding—Understands the historical, cultural, and social contexts of 
children’s books; distinguishes features of various genres (measured through Quizzes; 
Reflective Journals); 

2. Analysis and Interpretation—Applies methods of analysis and interpretation via writing and 
speaking. Confidently and fluently uses discipline-specific language to support critical 
reflection (measured through Reflective Journal; Genre Project; Lesson Plans for In-Class 
and On-Site Presentations); 

3. Engagement—Initiates and sustains discussions about children’s book authors and genres of 
children’s literature (measured through Participation in Small Group Projects and 
Discussions); 

4. Evaluation— Differentiates between outstanding and lackluster children’s books, based 
upon aesthetic criteria and children’s development (measured through Selections of 
Books for In-Class and On-Site Presentations); 

5.  Appreciation— Approaches children’s books with openness and interest; appreciates the 
world of the creative imagination as a form of knowledge expressed in formal discussion 
or writing (measured by Mid-term and Final Course and Self-Evaluations); 

6.  Speaks clearly, concisely, and intelligibly, measured by oral reading of children’s books and 
presentation of children's books through lesson plans and interactions; 

7. Exhibits through writing an Awareness of Purpose and Audience, Organizational and 
Development Skills, Meaning and Understanding—these writing skills are measured in 
reflective journals, the genre project, and narrative of on-site presentation; 

8. Works productively with other students in gaining understanding of Children's Literature 
and in the design and execution of presentations and projects, measured through 
participation, interaction, and completion of small group projects; 

9. Explores culturally diverse works of children's Literature and discovers similarities and 
differences with other cultures, measured through multicultural project and on-going 
explorations of culturally diverse Children's Literature in journals. 
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These course objectives reinforce JCC’s Associate Degree Outcomes. The Board of Trustees has 
determined that all JCC graduates should develop or enhance certain essential skills while enrolled 
in the college. Several of these Associate Degree Outcomes are addressed in this class, including 
communicating clearly, concisely, and intelligibly using both written and oral communication skills, 
ADO #1 and #2; working collaboratively with others, ADO #9, and understanding aesthetic 
experience and artistic creativity, ADO #6. 
 
Course Work: Participation is absolutely essential. This means reading, discussing and presenting 
assigned "texts" (the textbook and children's literature). Participating fully demands thinking 
about the ideas that permeate the course and expressing your own ideas in class discussion. You 
will also participate through both group and individual hands-on activities including dramatic 
readings, storytelling, art projects, and creating a children's book. These will help you build a 
portfolio of teaching ideas and activities from which to draw upon as you prepare to introduce 
children to the world of literature. Absences: If you are absent for any reason, you need to contact 
me before class begins so that small group work can proceed smoothly. After two absences, your 
final grade will be lowered one full grade for every subsequent absence. 
 
Grading: 
12 Chapter Quizzes         30% of your final grade  
Journal of ideas, Responses to Text, Literature, Activities,  30% of your final grade 
Design and Presentation of Two Hands-On Activities   30% of final grade 
Creation and Execution of Children's Book     10% of your final grade 
 
COLLEGE ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY 
Academic honesty is expected of all students. It is the ethical behavior that includes producing 
their own work and not representing others’ work as their own, either by plagiarism, by cheating, 
or by helping others to do so. Plagiarism is the failure to give credit for the use of material from 
outside sources. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to: Using data, quotations, or paraphrases 
from other sources without adequate documentation; submitting others’ work as your own, and, 
exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical. 
 
Please let me know what I can do to help you in your learning or comfort. 
 
Tutors (plus additional services for academic success) can be accessed by calling 796-8415 or by 
stopping by the Center for Student Success, Bert Walker Hall Room 123. 
 
Students requiring special assistance (including those affected by the Americans with Disabilities 
Act) should contact the Center for Student Success. This is the first step in acquiring the 
appropriate accommodations to facilitate your learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


