
COURSE SYLLABUS
SOCIOLOGY 231 Section 40
PRINCIPLES OF SOCIOLOGY



Spring Semester 2016
Wednesday 6:00 p.m. – 9:38 p.m.  
05/26/16- 08/11/16
Instructor:  Zachary Zendejas, M.S. Adjunct Instructor
North Campus, Room 105
E-Mail:  zendejazachary@jccmi.edu
Office Hours:  N/A - Additional hours by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Catalog:  
SOC 231 examines the discipline and its contributions to understanding the fundamental processes of social interaction. Topics include development of self, socialization process, groups and social structure, and application of sociological principles to our society by 
examination of relevant research.

This is an introductory course in Sociology. Most students enter this course to gain an understanding of our society, obtain an understanding of people and their relationship to the world around them, or maybe because it is a good general education course. All three reasons are valid. Sociology is a way of thinking about how we live and fit into our ever-changing environment. It allows us to bring different perspectives to our view of the world and encourages us to question everything around us. If we use a true sociological perspective, sociology can help us become more successful as an employee, student, friend, spouse, parent, neighbor and citizen.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1.	Examine problems and issues related to life and the behavioral sciences in general and sociology in particular, using appropriate critical thinking techniques. 
2.	Comprehend and use information, including written and oral forms.
3.	Apply scientific process and related techniques, as employed by science in general and the social sciences in particular.
4.	Understand at least three competing theories of human behavior in general and sociology in particular.
5.	Understand individual and group differences, and show appreciation for the traditions and values of various groups in the United States.

ASSOCIATE DEGREE OUTCOMES (ADO’S)

This class will stress the following essential skills, knowledge, and abilities expected of college educated people.

ADO 7 	Demonstrate critical thinking skills involving curiosity, emotion,   evaluation of evidence, understanding implications and problem solving.
ADO 10	Demonstrate an understanding of 3 competing theories as applied to the field of sociology.    

REQUIRED TEXT:

	Kendall, Diane SOCIOLOGY IN OUR TIMES (10th edition), Wadsworth


REQUIRED MATERIALS:

MindTap Educational Resource for SOC 231 textbook (online access), Cengage

METHOD OF INSTRUCTION

This course will be based on lecture, class discussion, group activities and a combination of online and written assignments.  Students should feel free to ask questions at any time.  The discussions are an important and critical element of this course.  For the discussion to be successful and for you to participate you must have finished the reading assigned before you come to class.  As a general rule, it is a good idea to bring your book to class.  

*Lectures and discussion will provide an overview of important points contained within the assigned text, but by no means will it restate every term or concept from the book.  Learners are responsible for (and will be tested on) all of the material assigned from the textbook each week.

ATTENDANCE

Attendance is required for this course and contributes to your overall grade. My experience has taught me that regular class attendance is strongly correlated with success in college.  Class attendance is graded and taken at the end of the class period. It is expected that you arrive to class on time and remain for the entire class period to receive full participation credit for that day. If you are late more than 10 minutes, you will be considered tardy.

* I understand that there are sometimes circumstances beyond one’s control, which may make class attendance impossible.  In such cases, it is your responsibility to make yourself aware of and seek out any information/materials you may have missed.  Additionally, it is encouraged that you touch base with your instructor as early as possible to help ensure a successful return to class the following week. 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

In order to facilitate the best learning possible, I expect every student to comply with the following:
	Learners will complete their assigned readings prior to class.

Class discussions will be respectful, courteous, and professional.
	Please silence cell phones and refrain from accessing them during class—as this creates a disruption to other learners.

WITHDRAWAL FROM CLASS

Last day for refund with no “W” please refer to the JCC web site 
Last day to withdraw with a “W” please refer to the JCC web site

It is critical that you keep these dates in mind if you decide to withdraw for refunds. Please check with Registration for the last day to withdraw for a “W”. 

If you decide not to complete the course, and do not withdraw, your grade will be determined based on the grades you have earned. This can result in a grade of 0.0.

“I” INCOMPLETE GRADE

A student may request an “I” grade from an instructor. The request for the “I” grade may be granted if, in the opinion of the instructor, the course work is sufficient in quality and quantity to meet course objectives. All allowed make-up exams must be taken within the prescribed time unless extended by the instructor.

A grade of “I” may be removed by satisfactory meeting the course objectives during either of the next full-length semesters (fall/winter) or at an earlier date specified by the instructor.

If the “I” is not removed by the end of the specified time, the “I” grade will remain as a permanent entry on the student’s transcript, and the student must register and repeat the course to receive a grade and credit for degree and/or transfer purposes.

*Please note that purchasing the wrong book, not “getting the grade you want”, going on vacation, not having time to study, etc. are not sufficient reasons to consider an incomplete grade.

A Message from the Office of Learning Support Services:

“Tutors and additional free services for academic success can be accessed by calling (517) 796-8415 or by stopping by the Center for Student Success, Bert Walker Hall Room 123. Faculty and tutors in the CSS will help you with writing, study skills, test anxiety, math, and reading. Students requiring special assistance (including those affected by the Americans with Disabilities Act) should contact the Center for Student Success. This is the first step in acquiring the appropriate accommodations to facilitate your learning.”

Students with disability who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Center for Student Success at 796-8415 or visit the office, BW 123, as soon as possible. Instructors need documentation from the center in order to comply with accommodations.

PREPARATION

The following “Keys to Success” are recommendations that will increase your likelihood of passing the course.  These study habits, if consistently applied, should also have the added benefit of helping you succeed in future courses.

My Keys to Success:
READ the assigned material.  I strongly believe this is one of the most important steps toward your success in this class (and any other college level course).  Reading the assignments helps you organize your thoughts in preparation for our class discussion, which will reinforce the key concepts.  If you already have encountered these concepts in your reading, you are much more likely to retain them when they are reinforced.

ORGANIZE your materials. Because you are required to submit work on time, it is important that you are aware of key dates and ensure you have all the required materials for each class period.  Additionally, keep you course work/materials someplace where it will not get lost.  Your textbook is required for each class.

MANAGE your time effectively.  Take some time each week to look ahead at the upcoming course activities, and set aside time to complete them.  Ideally, arrange for a time where you will be relaxed and free from distractions or interruptions.  I encourage you to keep some sort of calendar to help you stay aware of all due dates, upcoming assignments, exams, or projects.  Planning and organization like this is especially important if you are enrolled in more than one class.

DO the work!  This seems like an obvious key to success, but you would be amazed how much it impacts your overall grade.  Submitting all work is a strong indicator of your likelihood to pass the class.

*How much time you spend on this course can really depend on how sharp or how rusty your study skills are. Traditional learning theories suggest students should spend 2 hours outside of the classroom for every 1 hour you spend in class PER WEEK. 




Academic Dishonesty (plagiarism* or cheating) will result in a course grade of 0.0.

Catalog:
Academic Honesty: Is defined as ethical behavior that includes student production of their own work and not representing others' work as their own, by cheating or by helping others to do so. 

Plagiarism: Is defined as the failure to give credit for the use of material from outside sources. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to: 
Submitting other's work as your own 
Using data, quotations, or paraphrases from other sources without adequate documentation 
Self-plagiarism – is the reuse of significant, identical or nearly identical portions of one’s own work without acknowledging that one is doing so or without citing this original work 

Cheating: Is defined as obtaining answers/material from an outside source without authorization. Cheating includes, but is not limited to: 
Plagiarizing in any form 
Using notes/books without authorization 
Copying 
Submitting others' work as your own or submitting your work for others 
Altering graded work 
Falsifying data 
Exhibiting other behaviors generally considered unethical 

Policy Statement: 
Faculty members who suspect a student of academic dishonesty may penalize the student by taking appropriate action up to and including assigning a failing grade for the paper, project, report, exam, or the course itself. Instructors must document all instances of academic dishonesty beyond those of a very minor nature, in writing to the Office of the Academic Deans using the attached form. 

The Office of the Academic Deans will record and track students who have been reported as having cheated. If the same student has a second incident, the dean will enact sanctions appropriate to level of infraction. The sanction will be selected in consultation with the involved faculty. The Dean can administer consequences up to and including suspension. In the event of a dispute, all parties should follow the Student Complaints/Academic procedure as outlined in the JCC Faculty Agreement. This policy is also presented in the Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook.









COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Category
Percentage of Grade
Total Points
Attendance/Participation 
10%
100
Mini Surveys (10 x 10 points each)
10%
100
MindTap Study Assignments (10 x 25 points each)
25%
250
Short Paper
15%
150
Group Presentation
15%
150
Final Exam
25%
250
Final Grade
100%
1000

Assignment Detail

Attendance/Participation

Attendance and active participation in class discussions are important for achieving academic success in this course.  Points will be based on attendance taken at the end of class.  There are 10 possible points per class session

Mini Surveys

Research shows that information is better retained when it is repeatedly assessed in smaller chunks.  These short surveys act as pre-quizzes, covering some of the information contained in your MindTap exercise from the previous week.  Additionally they may pose a critical thinking question or ask you to reflect on something from the week’s readings.  These will occur at the start of class.  There are 10 possible points for each quiz.

MindTap Studies

MindTap is the online resource that corresponds to the course textbook.  It contains various activities that will help you review for the upcoming discussions/quiz.  You will not be graded in the traditional sense (how accurate you are on the activities), but instead, you will receive full credit for working through them on your own time.  To be considered a complete effort, you must earn at least 70% of the practice questions answered correctly out of 100% attempted.  The software allows multiple attempts of the same question before submitting. Additionally, the software allows me the ability to see for how long students are logged in and when they complete activities.  This is more of a resource, and you can receive 25 points each week for simply logging in and studying.   Many prior students have stated that this resource really helped them do well on the final and in the class.

Short Paper

This paper will be due in Week 7 (7th class meeting). You will be asked to find a short video documentary about social issues in order to complete this assignment.  You are to select one documentary and write a 3-5 page paper according to the following criteria:

·	You will be expected to complete one paper worth 150 points.
·	The paper will be 2-3 in length, typed, double-spaced and with a font of 12.  Please spell and grammar check your papers. A portion of points will be subtracted for consistent errors.
·	Answer in sociological context using 2 outside resources. You may NOT use Wikipedia as an outside resource. You may (and are encouraged) to use your textbook as one source. 15 pts
·	The body of the paper will address the following four questions:

1.	What is the main point of the video?           15 points
2.	What interested you the most and why?    15 points
3.	What are the elements of structural functionalism, conflict theory and symbolic interactionism as they relate to the video? Define the theories as they pertain to the topic. Do not give me the generic chapter 1 definition for each theory. For example, you may want to explain how functionalism looks at the family, how conflict theory views religion, or the symbolic interactionist perspective of culture, etc. It will vary depending on the film and your own interpretations. Don’t be afraid to use your textbook and explore the chapters. Every chapter will explain the viewpoints of each theory on each topic. Finally, give examples from the video to illustrate each perspective.      75 points
4.	What are the implications in the film for the science of sociology?  15 points

Professional writing, and correct grammar, spelling, etc. 15 pts 
          
*Two hints to help you get the best grade on your paper:
Do not just summarize the video.  The most critical aspect of the paper is to discuss the “Big 3” approaches as they relate to the video.
Please do not stress if you find writing challenging.  Remember that your ideas are valuable and this is an assignment that is more concerned with your ability to think critically, and is not about having “the perfect paper.”  Your mind and sociological creativity are what I am really interested in here.  Have fun with it!

Group Presentation

This semester you and several classmates will work together to gather articles about an interesting social issue and do a short presentation (approximately 15 min) discussing the topic from various sociological perspectives.  This allows the opportunity to share input and ideas with your classmates and collaborate with them to help share your interesting ideas with others in the class.  This is also worth 150 points.

Group Presentation Rubric

Clearly identified topic
   /15
Why is it relevant?
   /15
Big 3
   /75
Minimum 3 articles
   /15
Implications for Sociology
   /15
Group Contribution
(rated by peers)
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 3 4 5 

Total:   /15
Lateness
-15 pts (10%)
Total
    /150  

Final Exam
The final exam will be worth 250 points and consist of questions covered in the course readings and activities.


Primary OBJECTIVES for the Above Assignments

Challenge students to comprehend and use information in the written form
Challenge students to relate current events and topics to the field of sociology.
Understand competing theories in the field of sociology.

Grading Policy and Procedures

Each quiz, assignment, and required class activity contributes to an overall point total.  No curves or throwing out your lowest score exists for this course. Please refer to the following scale to determine the relationship between overall point total and final grade for the class.

900 -1000	  4.0		
850 - 899	  3.5
800 - 849	  3.0		
750 - 799	  2.5
700 - 749	  2.0		
650 - 699	  1.5
600 - 649           1.0		
550 – 599          0.5
Under 50 	  0.0    		

A 2.0 or “C” is a passing grade. Only courses with passing grades count toward graduation. Other colleges transfer in only courses with a 2.0 of “C”. Many financial aid sources, including most employers, require passing grades. Additionally, earning less than a 2.0 in a class results in not being able to participate in the next level of courses in a discipline which requires this course as a pre-requisite. If you attempt to register for the next course sequence and have not passed the pre-requisite course, you will be dropped from that class.

*The instructor reserves the right to override any disagreement over right answers.

*The instructor can change the schedule/format of the class and/or format of the exams at any time during the semester in order to accommodate the class needs.

I look forward to working with you all and hope you enjoy the course!





SOC 231 Topic & Assignment Schedule 
(Winter 2016)
*This table represents a tentative schedule and is being given to learners for planning purposes only.  The instructor maintains the right to alter/adjust this table and any items in the syllabus if deemed necessary to meet the needs of the class (and will provide advance notice).

Week
Date
Lesson Topic
Homework
1
5/26
Introduction, Accessing Mindtap, Accessing Jetnet
Ch1 Reading + Mindtap
2
6/2
Ch 1: Sociological Perspective and Research Process
Ch 2 Reading + Mindtap
3
6/9
Ch 2: Culture
Ch 3 Reading + Mindtap
4
6/16
Ch 3: Socialization
Ch 4 Reading + Mindtap
5
6/23
Ch 4: Social Structure and Interaction in Everyday Life
Ch 5 Reading + Mindtap
6
6/30
SHORT PAPER DUE, Ch 5: Groups and Organizations
Ch 6 Reading + Mindtap
7
7/7
Ch 6: Deviance and Crime
Ch 7/8 Reading + Mindtap
8
7/14
Ch 7/8: Class/Global Stratification
Ch 9 Reading + Mindtap
9
7/21
Ch 9: Race and Ethnicity
Ch 10 Reading + Mindtap
10
7/28
GROUP PRESENTATION DUE, Ch 10: Race and Ethnicity

11
8/4
Final Exam Review
Study for final exam
12
8/11
FINAL EXAM
Enjoy your break.


